
Draft  MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF MORETON PINKNEY PARISH COUNCIL
held on Wednesday 25th November 2020 at 7.30pm via Zoom

Present: James Smith (JS) Chairman
Cllr Ben Vincent (BV) Vice Chair
Andrew Jalland (AJ) Councillor
Brian Collett (BC) Councillor
Dorothy Brooke (DB) Councillor
Claire Poulton (CP) Councillor
Peter Gaydon (PG) Councillor

Gary Denby (GD) Parish Clerk

Public: None.

Welcome and any announcements from the Chair
JS welcomed Councillors to this Zoom meeting, kindly hosted by BV.

1. Apologies accepted:  None.

2. Receive and approve for accuracy the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 
Wednesday 14th October and Wednesday 4th November 2020 (via Zoom)

After discussion prompted by CP, it was agreed to amend section 3.2 of the 14 
Oct minutes from ‘...this will be one part of a larger project’ to ‘...this could be 
part of a larger project’.

Proposed by BV, seconded by DB and approved by all present, to be signed by JS.

3. Public Concerns – None.

4. Councillor declarations of interest for the following agenda items – none.

5. Matters arising from the approved minutes

5.1 Ref 5.2:  Update of Policies & procedures documentation.  A version 7 list of 
available documents was received from N-CALC in November and distributed to 
Councillors. Of special interest, it refers to a 2019 revision of the model 
Financial Regulations, which the Clerk must request from N-CALC (not available 
on the public site).  Task remains ongoing GD.

5.2 Ref 5.3:  Update with regards play equipment inspection.  DB reported that the 
play equipment was inspected last week by Wicksteed.  It went well, though in 
need a good clean and one heap of dog mess was noted (could have been an 
off-lead stray?).  The latter might be prevented, were there a fence around the 
play area (a service which Wicksteed can supply, or use local resources).  This 
could be a candidate for council CIL funding.  It was agreed that various 
quotations will be sought by BC.

5.3 Ref 5.4:  Arrangements for stump grinding:  GD received an apology from Lucy 
Rose at Tree Tops on 3rd November, apologising that the work was not 
completed on 31st October.  Regrettably the grinding machine broke down that 
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morning and they are awaiting its repair.  She will get back to us as soon as a 
new date for stump grinding has been set.  GD

5.4 Ref 5.7:  Update with regards invite of Steven Barber, Road Safety Officer to 
Northamptonshire Highways / KierWSP:  Steven met with AJ and PG on 
Thursday 19th November and reviewed the current signage and road markings 
on the approach to Catch Corner.  Its layout should already slow approaching 
drivers, though perhaps not the one accident that may have involved alcohol.   
Chevrons are unlikely to be acceptable in a conservation area.  There was a 
concern over the road surface and Steven will bring his road engineer to see it, 
which may produce a workable suggestion.

It was agreed that it will be useful to record traffic speeds on the approach to 
the corner, using our current Vehicles Activated speed Sign (VAS2), on a pole 
opposite the bus shelter.  We pre-purchased a spare mounting, so the Clerk will 
email Steven with our road license, so that it may be amended (without 
charge) GD.

5.5 Ref 5.8:  In response to a query about possible Parish Council costs for the May 
2021 elections, were there only just sufficient candidates and no election being 
required because it were uncontested, Danny Moody provided the following:-

I’m not expecting the election costs to be radically different from 2015 (see attached).  
Moreton Pinkney Parish Council would have paid £863.45 then for a contested election.

If the election is uncontested, i.e. where the number of candidates is less than or equal 
to the number of seats available, then a very small charge is applied, just to cover the 
cost of producing the statutory notices.  I think in 2015 it was less than £100.

Councils should see the cost of elections as a necessary evil.  Having a contested election  
is very important for the health of the council and the sector at large.  Candidates 
withdrawing so that an election can be avoided are saving their council money, but doing 
long-term, systemic damage to the council, the community and, as you say, democracy.

CP noted that the printed October 2020 Newsletter to all villagers did include a 
call for those interested in coming onto the Parish Council to come forward 
(none to date):-

Northamptonshire is to become a unitary authority. This means District and County 
Councils will cease and Northampton, Daventry and South Northants will merge to 
become West Northants. This is likely to result in significant changes to the 
responsibilities of Parish Councils and their budgetary requirements.

Parish Councils will have a democratic mandate to make difficult decisions.  N-CALC who 
are the main support and training arm for Parish Councils in Northants, have therefore 
recommended that we approach the community to see if anyone else wants to put 
themselves up for the next election. If you are interested please approach the Clerk.

5.6 Ref 5.10:  Update on email to Planning Office regarding hedgerow at Rye Hill 
Barn:  On 21 October council concerns were passed to Michelle Jarvis as 
E/2020/0264   We should hear back within a month GD.
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6. Correspondence received by Councillors

6.1 16 Oct:  N-CALC mini eUpdate – Remembrance Sunday, Council tax support
6.2 20 Oct:  N-CALC advice for budgeting
6.3 20 Oct:  Community Bus Service – advice on costs £12 return or bus pass..
6.4 23 Oct:  Community Champions Award certificate
6.5 29 Oct:  N-CALC mini eUpdate – budgeting information 2021/22
6.6 29 Oct:  N-CALC Training Newsletter (in future by Zoom)
6.7 29 Oct:  Small Business Saturday Campaign
6.8 29 Oct:  Invitation to Arc event on 17th Nov (Zoom)
6.9 30 Oct:  Local Council Tax support scheme consultation
6.10 30 Oct:  Short agenda for extra planning meeting 4th Nov (Zoom) S/2202/0771/FUL

6.11 2 Nov:  Rebuilding Communities event  (young people) 17th Nov (Zoom)
6.12 2 Nov:  Local Council Tax support scheme consultation
6.13 2 Nov:  Survey on proposed Armed Forces Community Hubs across Northants
6.14 4 Nov:  Applicant letter distributed by the Chairman S/2202/0771/FUL
6.15 4 Nov:  Sequence of emails received regards application S/2202/0771/FUL
6.16 9 Nov:  NALC Chief Exec’s Bulletin - ‘Make a Change’ local campaign
6.17 9 Nov:  N-CALC mini eUpdate – grants for Community Response, Training
6.18 9 Nov:  Northamptonshire Health & Wellbeing survey.  This was completed by PG, 

  who was thanked by council for his efforts..

6.19 16 Nov:  N-CALC mini eUpdate – local councils documents and policies (ver. 7)
6.20 16 Nov:  ERTA Press Release 
6.21 18 Nov:  Next meeting agenda with first daft budget for 2021-22
6.22 20 Nov:  N-CALC mini eUpdate – public health plea, unitary logos, new course
6.23 20 Nov:  Draft Training Policy and Register for consideration at next meetings

7. Planning for use of the Community Infrastructure Levy - £6,591 unused
See 5.2 above.

8. Planning (latest items available at snc.planning-register.co.uk)

8.1 S/2020/1460/FUL:  Construction of a new two bay garage at Cherry Cottage.
Refused 9 Oct 2020.

8.2 S/2020/1410/FUL:  One and a half storey extension with glazed link to Gravel Hill Farm 
submitted 11 Aug.  Approved 11 Nov 2020.

8.3 S/2202/0771/FUL:  Single storey building for covered working of established equine 
and pet crematorium at Bishopstone.  Council response received 3 June, including 
suggestions.  DEFRA document from Sept 2019 uploaded on 12 Aug, approving 
incineration plant; other amendments in July.  Amendments and details of incinerator 
uploaded 6 October.  Council’s objection was received 5 Nov 2020.  Ongoing.  This now 
includes an amended landscaping plan (18th Nov) and a final committee report (24 Nov) 
where there is a recommendation to grant permission, with conditions.

9. Councillor and Clerk Training requirements 2021-22

The Clerk has drafted a single side Training Policy for Councillors to consider, resultant from 
his ongoing CiLCA training, distributed on 20th November.  This makes reference to a 
budgetary provision and for the maintenance of a register of training received.  JS recalls 
going on some CIL training (an addition).  The register includes a list of presently available N-
CALC training courses (via Zoom, so taken at home), their dates and respective costs.
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Councillors considered the cost of training and their need, given the wealth of life experience 
they bring to meetings.  They also tend to be busy people.  Councillors do not support the 
publication of a training register.  However, Councillors may step-forward to undertake courses 
appropriate for the council, where a report-back of findings will be useful to everybody.

CP expressed her interest in going on the Planning Nuts & Bolts course, 2 hours only, slated for 
Tue 2nd March at a cost to council of £38.  The Clerk will arrange for registration GD.

10. Garden Club meeting

A letter was distributed to Moreton Pinkney Garden Club members and beyond, 
regards a supposed vote in favour of spending £4,000 of CIL monies on Catch Corner 
(Public time, 3.1 on 2 Sep 2020).  JS and CP have been able to meet amicably with 
Hilary Foxton and Jane Atterby of the Garden Club, to explain the council’s support for 
Catch Corner, but not its commitment to such finance at this stage.  The meeting 
concluded that if the council can resolve the border problem, club members will 
facilitate its re-planting.

CP advised that the December Newsletter to all households explains the process that 
council must undertake to make decisions (spending public money), in particular their 
listing clearly as clear Agenda items.

PG has concerns over what can be properly done within a Conservation area, which 
usually requires a full Planning application, a Permitted Development, or a Lawful 
Development certificate.  Given its lapsed ownership, Catch Corner has none.  Initial 
discussions with the county Conservation Officer has indicated that planters made of 
timber sleepers would not be favoured within a conservation area.  Thus councillor 
discussions considered alternatives such as a strimmed bank or wild flowers 
(appreciating a nutrient-poor soil), things that may encourage bio-diversity…  CP 
agreed to draft an initial suggestion for council, addressing this and wider issues.

11. Finance and Accounts

11.1 The Clerk presented Councillors with an updated budget to the end of Dec 2020, as the 
basis for draft budget discussions 2021-22.  This first attempt has the Clerk / Expenses 
/ Training item with just a £100 increase on the current year, making Clerk training 
costs available to Councillors in 2021.  The miscellaneous contingency is increased by 
£600 to allow for May 2021 election costs, if they  occur.  There is also a nominal 
increase in VAS1 / VAS2 extended warranties, yet to be confirmed.  Overall this 
amounts to an £800 increase in Precept for 2021-22, equating to roughly a £5 increase 
for each of 170 households in the village.

BC prefers to see a zero increase in Precept for 2021-22, to help less well-off villagers 
after this difficult year.  Councillors suggested that £400 should be removed from the 
training budget (to be made clearer as a separated-out item in the next version of the 
budget).  The £600 provision for election costs should be removed, since unlikely.  
VAS2 should not be a burden on council finances:  The Clerk will inquire from Swarco 
the costs of extending the warranty on VAS2 and again for VAS1, with a letter to the 
VAS2 fund-raising team to see if they have an interest in doing this GD.

Thus the budget revision for discussion in January 2021 may be able to get much closer 
to a zero Precept increase for 2021-22 GD.  Comments were made that whilst there 
may be estimated cash reserves of £13,100 by the end of financial year, of these 
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£6,591 is restricted to CIL usage and the actual reserves are only £6,509.  This is only 
75% of the annual Precept (it really should be 100% of Precept for a small council, or 
higher during these times of Unitary Authority change and unexpected requirements).

11.2 Ref 13.4:  Consideration of moving to an on-line bank account for the Parish Council. 
Ongoing, unlikely to be assisted by the current government lock-down GD.

11.3 Ref 13.5:  Report of Parish Council use of CIL to DDC – outstanding GD.
11.4 Consider and approve the Parish Council payments listed below

11.5 Consider and approve the Parish Council payments listed below. A futher £10 was included 
in expenses for the Calendar, to cover the October Newsletter costs incurred.  Proposed by 
BC, seconded by AJ and agreed by all Councillors present.

Description / Power Amount VAT Total

Cllr A Jalland cement costs for 2nd WW2 bench plinth £163.00 £32.60 £195.60

RTM Landscapes mowings October 2020 (last of season) £350.00 £70.00 £420.00

Stephanie Fountain for Village Calendars and for two 
reverse-side newsletters Oct – Dec 2020

£57.00 £3.00 £60.00

Grant for British Legion wreath, for Remembrance Sunday £20.00 £20.00

Gary Denby Clerk gross remuneration and expenses
14 Oct – 24 November 2020 (6 weeks) inc home office 
expenses and printing paper

£247.59
£36.00
£8.24 £1.65

£293.48

Opus Street Lighting, electricity supply to 24 Oct 20 (DD) £43.94 £2.20 £46.14

12. Councillors' Comments

12.1 BV thanked JS and CP very much, for their time spent with the recent 
incinerator and Garden Club items.  Supported by all present.

12.2 CP hopes that Councillors find the December Newsletter to be appropriate, 
given its short notice (passed by JS and GD prior to commitment to print).

12.3 AJ inquired of road closures?  PG advised of a three week closure commencing 
30th November, just past Thorpe Mandeville (not HS2).  CP will post this and 
other known updates on the village FaceBook area.

12.4 Councillors raised concerns over the recent and planned use of 
the village bus shelter, without any prior Covid risk assessment 
or sensible distancing being encouraged.  Insuring such public 
gatherings could also be an issue.  The Village Hall has 
cancelled the usual Carols on the Green in December, with 
similar concerns.  DB offered some signs for placement within 
the shelter, which was much appreciated.  JS will approach 
those concerned, to inquire about their provision for distancing.

12.5 A query has been received from Donald Golledge with regards their legal access 
across the green in front of their property, Old Lion Cottage on Upper Green?  
It was agreed by Councillors that the property owners have established access 
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rights over the green, for the past fifty years or more.  PG has ongoing 
discussions with the Land Registry, seeking to ascertain which green spaces 
within the village confines do ‘belong’ to the Parish Council, or other parties.

13. Next meeting schedule:  Wednesday 13th January 2021 (approve Precept)
 There is a possibility this may have to be an on-line Zoom meeting.

Meeting closed at 9:40pm.

 …………………………. ……………………….
  Chairman Date
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