
 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF MORETON PINKNEY PARISH COUNCIL
held on Wednesday 14th October 2020 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall

Present: James Smith (JS) Chairman
Cllr Ben Vincent (BV) Vice Chair
Andrew Jalland (AJ) Councillor
Brian Collett (BC) Councillor
Claire Poulton (CP) Councillor
Peter Gaydon (PG) Councillor

Gary Denby (GD) Parish Clerk

Public: Alison Eastwood (AE) Tim Eastwood (TE)
(max seating 7) Jane Wheeler (JW) Barbara Keane (BK)

Welcome and any announcements from the Chair
JS welcomed Councillors and members of the public to the meeting, with sensible 
distancing and sensible sanitation measures in place.

1. Apologies accepted:  Cllr Dorothy Brooke

2. Receive minutes of Parish Council meeting on 2nd September 2020

A correction is required to a public attendees:  Jane Atterby not Jane Alterby; section 
10 requires re-numbering.  The meeting minutes were approved as an accurate 
record, proposed by BC, seconded by AJ, agreed by those present and signed by the 
Chairman.

3. Public Concerns

3.1 Alison Eastwood raised concerns over the security of private and public land 
around the village, citing a recent episode at Pineham Lock in Northampton 
www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-northamptonshire-54526876  with vigilance 
and locked gates sadly required.  Call the Police on 101 if there is any 
suspicious activity; Alison is willing to assist in the absence of Cllr Peter Davies.

3.2 Barbara Keane raised her concerns over Catch Corner.  BV advised that he took 
his contractor to view the site after last month’s meeting.  However, the 
contractor considered that the rubble beneath the surface will require an 
excavator of some sort and he was not interested in quoting for the work. 

Last month, Councillors expressed their support for making Catch Corner more 
tidy and presentable.  However, this did not include the expenditure of £4,000 
CIL monies for landscaping, rather this will be one part of a larger  project to 
consider all green areas within the village, possibly improving biodiversity.  
Additionally, PG is discussing the obligations of the council with the SNC 
Conservation Officer.

3.3 Barbara Keane and Jane Wheeler expressed concerns over the recent changes 
to the planning application for the Pet Crematorium (S/2020/0771/FUL see below). 
Whilst new documents were uploaded by SNC a week ago, the formal 
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application amendment only came through to Councillors this afternoon and 
few had chance to review them.  It was agreed to arrange an additional Parish 
Council ZOOM meeting (enabling greater attendance by members of the public) 
for Wednesday 4th November.  The Clerk will advise the Case Officer of the 
short extension required for the council’s response to ‘the reduced scale of the 
building and its amended description’ GD.

Topic: Moreton Pinkney Parish Council   Time: Nov 4, 2020 07:00 PM
Join Zoom Meeting:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87220487551pwd=WTVSc2pqVmROdWpDSmxiWUp3Uk5IZz09

Meeting ID: 872 2048 7551

Passcode: 453742

3.4 Jane Wheeler gave council an update to the Northants Covid Awards which 
was entered at the end of August, receiving a recent telephone call from one of 
the judges.  They are collating all the entries (we seem to rate quite highly) 
and they hope to have an evening of celebration in May 2021, which we will be 
invited to attend.  Alison Eastwood expressed the views of many villagers and 
the council, in thanking Jane and all village the helpers with these endeavours.

4. Councillor declarations of interest for the following agenda items – none.

5. Matters arising from the approved minutes

5.1 Ref 5.2:  BV was able to hand deliver the letter of appreciation to Steve Walker.

5.2 Ref 5.4:  Update of Policies & procedures documentation – carried forwards GD

5.3 Ref 5.5:  Update with regards play equipment inspection – carried forwards DB

5.4 Ref 5.8:  Arrangements for stump grinding – imminent by TreeTops GD

5.5 Ref 7:  The Clerk has received a ‘Starter Pack’ from Ability (Northants) which 
includes public notices, explanatory leaflets and paper registration forms, for a 
‘Shopper Bus’ service to Banbury on Thursdays from the Village Hall bus 
stop which can commence on Thursday 4  th   November   via an existing service 
through Eydon and Culworth.  There is no cost to the council for this trial 
service in November and December (the £500 cost kindly covered by SNC).

Councillors welcomed this proposal and agreed the posters should be displayed 
on the village noticeboards, also promoted on the Parish Council web site and 
the Village Calendar (CP was given approval for an Autumn Newsletter addition 
to the Calendar, with the Pet Crematorium meetings and the Shopper bus being 
useful inclusions) GD.

5.6 Ref 8:  BV and DB have been contacted by Mark Gillett, appreciating their 
support for the ‘Save Our Surgery’ campaign.  However, little is likely to 
happen before December and, possibly not until after the Unitary changes to 
the Planning system have come about (public meetings in significant numbers).
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5.7 Ref 9:  Steven Barber continues to advise on Road Safety for Northamptonshire 
Highways.  It was agreed the Clerk shall invite him for a site visit to Catch 
Corner with Councillors, to discuss available mitigation measures on approach 
to the corner, given another recent incident and a large skid mark along the 
embankment GD.

5.8 Ref 10.6:  The Clerk attended the N-CALC AGM on 3rd October and shared a 
concern that the Parish Council may be subject to funding a third of the May 
2021 election costs in the village hall (hopefully around £600 which can be 
budgeted for).  BV queried whether the Parish Council is liable for this cost, 
should the number of candidates match the number of vacant positions; thus 
not requiring a local Parish Councillor election?  To be investigated GD.

5.9 Ref 10.11:  Appreciation to Jane Wheeler for her report - see 3.4 above.

5.10 Ref 14.2:  The Clerk sent Mr Woods a brief letter noting the hedgerow removal 
(no email address is available).  Mr Woods kindly responded with a telephone 
call to the Clerk, the essence of which was:-

Mr Woods noted that the lane boundary work is not a part of his Rye Hill Barn planning 
application S/2020/0674/FUL.  He considers that he has met the SNC guidelines with 
regards hedgerows, keeping the works outside of the bird nesting season and using 
professional contractors.

The existing hedge was is a very sorry state in his view, with some boughs 20 inches in 
diameter and unsuitable for hedge laying.  He has therefore taken the approach of 
removing it entirely, aiming to reinstate it in November.

Whilst the laurel hedge establishes itself over the next couple of years, he has installed 
some temporary screening to provide privacy to his dwelling.

Councillors agreed that the Clerk shall inquire of the SNC Planning department, 
whether a Hedgerow Removal Notice is required 
ecab.planningportal.co.uk/uploads/appPDF/Z2830Form021_england_en.pdf  
also whether reinstatement of native hedgerow species might be a better 
choice than a laurel hedge in open countryside GD?

The SNC advice on hedgerows and high hedges provides exceptions. Eg:- 
bordering a domestic dwelling, when less than 20 metres long and for carrying 
out work that has planning permission:- www.southnorthants.gov.uk/info/175/
ecology-trees-and-hedges/87/hedgerows-and-high-hedges/2 

7. Correspondence received by Councillors

7.1 3 Sep:  Email from Hilary Foxton of the Moreton Pinkney Garden ref Catch Corner
7.2 4 Sep:  N-CALC mini eUpdate – website accessibility, coronavirus next steps…
7.3 9 Sep:  Stump grinding estimates for consideration: Treetops and RTM Landsacpes
7.4 17 Sep:  Towcester area Door to Door volunteer appeal (vehicle drivers)
7.5 28 Sep:  N-CALC mini eUpdate 18/09 – infection rates, N-CALC AGM
7.6 28 Sep:  Coronavirus – NALC information for parish and town councils 
7.7 28 Sep:  N-CALC mini eUpdate 25/09 – coronavirus; local government reorganisation
7.8 28 Sep:  Initial Clerk’s report on Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (4 sides)
7.9 30 Sep:  N-CALC eUpdate Sep/Oct – funding roundup, local election 6 May 2021
7.10 30 Sep:  Consultation on draft SNC Statement of Community Involvement (by 12 Nov)
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7.11 1 Oct:  Draft Statement of Community Involvement – planning aspects?
7.12 5 Oct:  Invoice for 50% of SLCC course fees as remainder of Clerk’s CiLCA training
7.13 2 Oct:  N-CALC mini eUpdate 02/12 – government advice on council meetings has not 

 changed
7.14 7 Oct:  Health and Wellbeing survey, promoted by N-CALC
7.15 9 Oct:  Updated budget including first half year income and expenditure; ICO scheme
7.16 9 Oct:  N-CALC mini eUpdate – Coronavirus cases in Northants; scam alert
7.17 12 Oct:  n-CALC AGM write-up – social prescribing within new Unitaries
7.18 14 Oct:  Community Bus Service to Banbury – November availability
7.19 14 Oct:  Bonfire Night registration with SNC

11. Planning for use of the Community Infrastructure Levy - £6,787 unused

AJ was able to supply council with his 
invoice for £195.60 as previously 
agreed to come from CIL monies.  This 
is for the concrete stand upon which the 
second British Legion steel bench has 
been installed.  Delays were caused by 
the lock-down closing building 
suppliers, then a doubling of the 
cement cost.  Now some normality has 
returned, the project has been 
completed.  

Councillors thanked Andrew for all his 
efforts – the seat looks really good.

12. Planning (latest items available at snc.planning-register.co.uk)

12.1 S/2020/1460/FUL:  Construction of a new two bay garage at Cherry Cottage.  
Councillors considered the application with No Objection being proposed by AJ, 
seconded by BC and agreed by all Councillors present GD.

12.2 S/2020/1410/FUL:  One and a half storey extension with glazed link to Gravel Hill Farm 
submitted 11 Aug.   PG has visited the applicant’s neighbour and there is no 
preservation order applicable to the hazel hedge.  Councillors agreed they have No 
Objection to the application GD.

12.3 S/2202/0771/FUL:  Single storey building for covered working of established equine 
and pet crematorium at Bishopstone.  Council response received 3 June, including 
suggestions.  DEFRA document from Sept 2019 uploaded on 12 Aug, approving 
incineration plant; other amendments in July.  Amendments and details of incinerator 
uploaded by SNC on 6 October and official invitation to comment upon the changes 
received today.  Councillors agreed to arrange a Zoom meeting on Wednesday 
November 4th, allowing greater public participation BV GD.

13. Finance and Accounts

13.1 Received second half of Precept £3,510 on 14 September 2020.
13.2 VAT reclaim 2019-20 for £439.28 submitted 22 July, received 10 August 2020
13.3 Consider accounts summary against budget for year to date (Appendix A).  BC 

reconciled these against the bank statements.
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13.4 Ref 13.1:  Further considerations of an on-line bank account for the Parish Council.  GD 
provided an overview for Councillors to consider at their next meeting ALL.

13.5 Ref 13.2:  Report of Parish Council use of CIL to DDC – may be completed now that all 
present allocations have been spent GD.

13.6 Consider and approve the Parish Council payments listed below.  Proposed by BC, 
seconded by JS and agreed by all Councillors present.

Description / Power Amount VAT Total

RTM Landscapes mowings for September 2020 £350.00 £70.00 £420.00

E.ON Street Lighting maintenance to 30 September 2020 £47.88 £9.58 £57.46

Gary Denby Clerk gross remuneration and expenses
2 Sept – 13 October 2020 (6 weeks) inc home office 
expenses and 50% of SLCC CiLCA course fees

£247.59
£36.00

£175.00
£458.59

Opus Street Lighting, electricity supply to 23 Sept 20 (DD) £37.81 £1.89 £39.70

14. Councillors' Comments

14.1 BC advised Councillors of the bank account difficulties being experienced by 
Moreton Pinkney Charities.  Fortunately the present applicants’ grants were 
able to be paid and the residual monies temporarily reside with BC.

14.2 CP requested any other ideas for a November Newsletter for the village, 
approved above, in addition to an update on Unitary council developments.

14.3 PG is making contact with Historic England and the SNC Conservation Officer, 
with regards a potential plan encompassing all the village green spaces.  There 
has also been an HS/2 meeting on Microsoft Teams, with various works being 
mentions but no completion dates.

14.4 GD asked Councillors to consider an adjustment to the May 2021 dates 
previously published for meetings (Appendix B).  These were approved.

15. Date of next meeting:  Wednesday 14th October 2020.  There is a possibility 
that this may have to be an on-line Zoom meeting.

Meeting closed at approximately 9pm.

 …………………………. ……………………….
  Chairman Date
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APPENDIX A:  First half year actual expenditures against budget 2020-21
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Expenditure Item

1 Grass Mowing S96 £2,160.00 £3,500 £3,150.00 £3,150 £2,800.00

2 Tree Maintenance - £300 - £300 -

3 Subscription NCALC £257.12 £270 £265.39 £280 £269.39

4a   Electricity supply un-metered £531.84 £490 £587.16 £520 £228.97

4b   Street light maintenance £258.00 £260 £191.52 £260 £95.76

5 Parish Council Insurance £307.46 £350 £323.17 £350 £324.48

6 Clerk / Expenses / Training £2,396.41 £2,430 £2,472.12 £3,150 £1,287.31

7 Auditing

7a   Internal – N-CALC £172.00 £176 £176.00 £180 £180.00

7b   External - BDO - - - - -

7c   N-CALC acting as DPO £10 £10.00 £10 £10.00

8 Village Hall rental + grants £80.00 £100 £3,301.22 £100 -

9 Grants (upon request) towards:

9a   Churchyard – S215 LGA 72 £100.00 £100 £800.00 £100 -

9b   Play Eqpt Ins contribution– S19 £320.00 £330 £330.00 £330 -

10 Village Newsletter– Sec 137 £101.40 £160 £142.00 £200 £46.00

11 £140.00 £160 £737.00 £360 -

12 Remembrance Wreath – Sec 137 £20.00 £25 £20.00 £20 -

13 Miscellaneous contingency £200.91 £250 £205.00 £350 -

14 Community Defibrillator / VAS £4,323.26 - £4,347.16 £150 -

15 Steel benches (NHB grant 04/19) £1,885.80 - - - -

16 VAT as a refundable expense £1,739.22 £595.67

TOTAL EXPENDITURE (inc VAT): £13,254.20 £8,911 £18,796.96 £9,810 £5,837.58

20 Precept request £7,450.00 £7,850 £7,850.00 £8,700 £4,350.00

21 Bank Interest + NS&I interest £38.06 £10 £44.52 £10 £10.00

22 Community Infrastructure Levy £11,538.27 - - - -

23 New Homes Bonus grants, extra £3,648.00 - £4,275.91 - -

24 Donations / awards £250.84 £250 £1,380.84 £250 £1,738.22

25 VAT refund: £701.11 £1,100 £1,468.02 £850

TOTAL INCOME £23,626.28 £9,210 £15,019.29 £9,810 £6,098.22

Excess income over expenditure £719.61 £299 -£3,777.67 £0 £260.64

+ 14/09 second half Precept: £4,350.00

Moreton Pinkney Parish Council
Budget for 2020-21 with audited for 2017-19, and unaudited actuals for 2019-20

Expenditure
2018-19

Budget 
2019-20

Expenditure
2019-20

Budget 
2020-21

Expenditure
2020-21
Q1-Q2

Village web site & maintenance – 
S142 Gov’t Info



APPENDIX B:  Revised 2021 meeting date for April 2021

Moreton Pinkney Parish Council
Meeting Dates for 2020 -21

All on Wednesdays at 7.30pm 
in the Village Hall unless otherwise stated.

NO JUNE MEETING

15th July (7 weeks) 

NO AUGUST MEETING

2nd September (7 weeks)

14th October (6 weeks)

25th November - Draft Budget discussions
(6 weeks)

NO DECEMBER MEETING

13th January - Budgeting & Precept
(7 weeks)

24th February (6 weeks)

NO MARCH MEETING

14  th   April  - Parish Assembly
(7 weeks)

26th May - Annual General Meeting  (6 
weeks)

Members of the public and press are welcome to attend
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