
 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF MORETON PINKNEY PARISH COUNCIL
held on Wednesday 15th July 2020 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall

Present: James Smith (JS) Chairman
Andrew Jalland (AJ) Councillor
Dorothy Brooke (DB) Councillor
Brian Collett (BC) Councillor
Claire Poulton (CP) Councillor
Peter Gaydon (PG) Councillor

Gary Denby (GD) Parish Clerk

Public: Colonel Tim Eastwood Alison Eastwood (AE)

Welcome and any announcements from the Chair

JS welcomed Councillors and the public to this first meeting in the village hall after the 
government lock-down, sensibly distanced from one another.  We have had two Parish 
Council Zoom meetings to date, seen as successful.  It is possible we may have to do 
so again.  However, this meeting was called in person to allow those not on-line to 
access councillors, also for us to share views again face-to-face.  Thanks are given to 
the Village Hall committee for undertaking a risk assessment and allowing us to meet.

1. Apologies accepted – Cllr Ben Vincent (BV) Vice Chair

2. Receive minutes of Parish Council AGM Zoom meeting on 27th May 2020

The meeting minutes were approved as an accurate record, proposed by BC, 
seconded by DB, agreed by those present and signed by the Chairman.

3. Public time

AE raised a question about parked vehicles on one of the greens, which transpired to 
be short-term parking of residents whilst work is being carried out on their property.  
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This triggered a review of past efforts to register village greens (former Councillor Les 
Tucker), the issue at the time being to evidence their public use and to identify the 
boundaries.  It was agreed that PG will touch base with BV with regards one of the 
greens;  the Clerk will identify the registration paperwork required.  PG, BV, GD.

4. Councillor declarations of interest for the following agenda items - None

5. Matters arising from the approved minutes

5.1 Ref 7.1:  The new noticeboard is now in use, the Clerk having a set of keys.  It 
was agreed that its current location is acceptable.  GD will take a picture and 
send a note of thanks to Steve Walker who kindly installed it  GD.

5.2 Ref 7.2:  A letter of appreciation was sent to Richard Lingard and Tim Aber on 
3rd July.  The web site updating is ongoing, with all archived minutes 
transferred.  A resident has noticed that some old materials still remain, from 
the seeding Aston-le-Walls site, to be amended GD.

5.3 Ref 7.3:  Most of the Annual Parish Assembly report is ready for distribution, 
with just a couple of items outstanding.  These will be added and the draft 
published as a record of 2019-20 activities GD.

5.4 Ref 8:  Revision of the planning section of the Policies & Procedures document 
remains outstanding GD.

5.5 Ref 12.1:  JS provided a summary of Councillor discussions regarding the 
equine and pet cemetery.  There was nothing further to add to our previous 
statement; we await the LPA decision.

6. Tree planting on Upper Green – a suggestion by Greg Stragnell

This suggestion was received from Greg Stragnell via email on 8th July.  In their 
newsletter, the Climate Change team at South Northants District Council have 
embarked on a tree planting scheme.  He suggested a part of the Upper Green, in 
front of Framingham House (opposite the pub), perhaps one or two trees with 
permission, if the Parish Council does indeed own the land?

Councillors were in agreement that native species trees may be particularly 
appropriate, with JS agreeing to discuss this with a knowledgeable parishioner.  
However, there was some concern over the mature height of such, since we do not 
wish to burden a future Parish Council with significant maintenance / pruning / 
reduction costs.  There is also the unknown factor of buried drains and services in 
the vicinity.  With regards ownership, the Parish Council has long undertaken its 
regular mowing, thus a candidate for formal registration as a green.

7. Correspondence distributed to Councillors

7.1 29 May:  June Special classes for active teenagers (First For Wellbeing)
7.2 29 May:  Northants Strategic Coordination Centre update 27/05/20
7.3 2 Jun:  Scammer email warning from N-CALC.
7.4 25 Jun:  AGAR notice of exemption is acknowledged 
7.5 25 Jun:  A freshening of the local Neighbourhood Watch scheme – any takers?
7.6 25 Jun:  N-CALC Friday mini eUpdate 12 June: risk assessment
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7.7 25 Jun:  N-CALC Friday mini eUpdate 19 June: council meetings in-person
7.8 25 Jun:  Internal audit passed,  a copy of Gill Wells’ report was distributed.
7.9 3 Jul:  N-CALC Friday mini eUpdate: to meet or not to meet
7.10 15 Jul:  N-CALC Friday mini eUpdate 10 Jul:  common sense on play areas

8. Planning for use of the Community Infrastructure Levy

From the latest budget review on 21 May 2020, we see there is £6,587.35 of CIL 
unallocated, held within the £12,061.67 cash assets dated 30 June 2020.

AJ was unable to order the concrete required for the second WW2 bench plinth, due to 
lock-down.  The price of concrete then doubled for a while.  Councillors were satisfied 
that AJ could spend up to £250 on concrete (£200 was set aside).

BC reported that the play area beside the village hall is now open again after lock-
down, but it requires an annual safety inspection.  He has been unable to get through 
to Wicksteed (Commercial Outdoor Playground Equipment Manufacturer Since 1918) 
wicksteed.co.uk with regards an inspection cost.  GD agreed to forward some 
alternative emails offering play equipment services to DB and BC.

The Clerk is to report to SNC, the council’s recent allocations of CIL GD.

9. Planning (latest items available at snc.planning-register.co.uk)

9.1 S/2020/0995/LDE:  Certificate of Lawfulness for existing use for Bullers Grounds farm 
land south of Foxhill Farm.  This is a modern farm barn just within the parish boundary. 
There are photographs available of the work starting with demolition many years ago.  
Council therefore has No Objections, proposed by AJ, seconded by BC and agreed by all 
present GD.

9.2 S/2020/0830/FUL:  Construction of new two bay garage at Cherry Cottage, Banbury 
Road.  Council has submitted No Objection.  Refused 13 July.

9.3 S/2020/0771/FUL:  Single storey building for covered working of established equine 
and pet crematorium at Bishopstone.  Council response received 3 June, including 
suggestions.

9.4 S/2020/0738/LBC:  Convert built-in wardrobes to an en-suite.  Approved 30 June.

9.5 S/2020/0674/FUL:  Variation to barn demolition to permit improved disabled access; 
change of materials.  Rye Hill Barn.  Approved 6 July.

9.6 S/2020/0844/TEL:  Pre-app consultation on new telecoms base station proposal.  Site 
visit completed.  Grant of Prior Approval given on 13 July.

9.7 S/2020/0564/FUL:  Replacement double garage with double wood frame detached 
garage at Cound Cottage, Brook Street.  Approved 2 June.

10. Finance and Accounts

10.1 5 Jun:  Evidence of Parish Council Insurance renewal through Norris & Fisher.  
They have kindly included the VAS2 speed sign and have not charged for this year.
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10.2 The Notice of Public Rights to inspect the accounts has been posted, with the period 
Wednesday 1 July to Tuesday 14 July.  No members of the public asked to view them.

10.3 BC was able to reconcile the Parish Council Accounts spreadsheet (from 9th April 
2020 to 9 June 2020) against the printed bank statements.  Council had cash assets 
of £12,061.67 at 30 June 2020 (end of first financial quarter year).

10.4 The Internal Auditor’s report suggested that the Parish Council consider a timely 
move to an on-line bank account.  With elections due in May 2021, any change-over of 
Councillors could leave the Parish Council without sufficient signatories at short notice.  
The lock-down has also demonstrated the occasional difficulty in physically catching-up 
with authorised signatories, in order to make council payments.  It was agreed that the 
Clerk will look into options presently available for Parish Council on-line banking GD.

10.5 Councillors’ consideration and approval for payment, the items listed below.  Consider 
and approve the Parish Council payments listed below.  Councillors agreed that Tim 
Aber shall be paid a further £9 on receipt of a hand-written invoice for the second lock-
down newsletter (the till receipt has likely gone astray) GD.

Description / Power Amount VAT Total

RTM Landscapes mowings for May & June 2020 (x4) £1,400.00 £280.00 £1,680.00

N-CALC CiLCA training of Clerk (50%) £247.50 £247.50

E-On Street Light maintenance to 30 June 2020 £47.88 £9.58 £57.46

Stephanie Fountain for village Calendar and newsletter: 
in advance Jul – Sep 2020 (receipts required)

£40.00 £40.00

Tim Aber for newsletter during lock-down (receipt 
needed)

£9.00 £9.00

Gary Denby Clerk gross remuneration and expenses
27 May – 14 July 2020 (7 weeks) inc home office 
expenses

£288.85
£42.00 £330.85

Opus Street Lighting, electricity supply to 24 May (DD) £37.60 £1.88 £39.48

Opus Street Lighting, electricity supply to 23 June (DD) £34.97 £1.53 £36.50

10.6 From the above, it can be seen that the first year of a fixed four year contract with 
Opus Street Lighting has now been completed.  This is met by Direct Debit rather than 
monthly cheques (a first for the council).  The monthly costs can vary significantly, 
according to the number of days in the month and hours of darkness attributed to that 
month.  The Clerk can now provide an annual cost, compared with the anticipated 
increase by the former supplier and anticipated cost savings GD.

11. Councillors' Comments

11.1 BC reported that the Village Hall is gradually opening again, providing a list of 
things for hirers to adhere to.  It is hoped that the professional Auction will run 
again over 7th - 8th August, with viewings on the Friday (a one-way system) and 
an auction outside on the field on the Saturday (only employees within the 
hall).  It would be good if the field can be mown during the first week of August 
GD.
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11.2 DB wished to thank all the village volunteers who have helped out during the 
lock-down, not least including those involved with prescription deliveries, 
making face masks and so on...

11.3 AJ reported that there has been no growth on the residual stump outside of 
Leonard Baxter’s.  It is now ready for grinding down, perhaps using Treetops in 
Banbury or Cartwright Landscapes in the village GD.

11.4 PG offered a summary of the HS/2 developments in the area and the 
congestion it will cause, having attended an HS/2 Zoom meeting ten days ago.  
He will forward his report to the Clerk for dissemination GD.

11.5 JS reported upon a one ton rubble bag of hedge cuttings and a kitchen cabinet 
being dumped beside the Culworth/West Road.  Further, on a couple of 
occasions the lower rails of fencing appear to have been purposefully kicked-
away, presumably to make it easier for dog walkers (not having to lift their 
animals).  It should be appreciated that footpaths do not provide for easy 
access for companion pets; causing damage to fencing is not helpful.  Please be 
considerate.

11.6 CP expressed her thanks to Stevi Gaydon and Lesley Woodward for their 
setting-up of a Covid support group for the village; for arranging free food 
boxes for those in need within the parish.  There is also a damaged road sign, 
which she will report on fixmystreet.northamptonshire.gov.uk 

12. Date of next meeting:  Wednesday 2nd September 2020.  

Meeting closed at 8.55 pm.

 …………………………. ……………………….
  Chairman Date
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