
 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF MORETON PINKNEY PARISH COUNCIL
held on Wednesday 22nd April 2020 at 7.30pm via Zoom conferencing

Present: Ben Vincent (BV) Chairman & Zoom Moderator
James Smith (JS) Chairman
Andrew Jalland (AJ) Councillor
Dorothy Brooke (DB) Councillor
Claire Poulton (CP) Councillor
Peter Gaydon (PG) Councillor
Brian Collett (BC) Councillor

Gary Denby (GD) Parish Clerk

Public: Alison Eastwood (AE) Ruth Grimmet Tim Aber (TA)

 Welcome and any announcements from the Chair

BV welcomed Councillors and the public to the ‘virtual’ meeting, permitted under new 
regulations associated with the Covid shut-down of society.  The meeting is two weeks 
later than was planned at the start of the year, due to Village Hall improvements 
(which we hear may be completed next week).  

1. Apologies accepted – None.

2. Receive minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 26th February 2020

The meeting minutes were approved as an accurate record, proposed by BV, seconded 
by JS, agreed by those present; to be signed by the Chairman JS.

3. Public time

As a Prospective Unitary Candidate (on the sidelines), AE reported that due to the 
Covid shutdown, the intended Unitary elections in May 2020 have been postponed 
until May 2021.  Therefore the Unitary ‘Shadow Councillors’ for 2020-21 have been 
selected from the current District and County councillors, until 1st April 2021.  Cllr 
Russell Roberts is leader of the new shadow West Northamptonshire Unitary authority. 
www.daventrydc.gov.uk/your-council/news/interim-arrangements-for-shadow-
councils-agreed-16-04-20/  In the meantime, Cllr Peter Davies continues as our 
County Councillor, operating remotely and via email from his new home in Wiltshire.
 
TA expressed his concerns that during the shut-down and associated light traffic 
volumes, Highways have been focussing on repairing the relatively minor potholes on 
Plumpton Lane etc, rather than those on the main road.  JS approached the workmen 
and was advised that these repairs have now been on the schedule for six months, 
hence their becoming a higher priority.  TA will write to Cllr Davis to inquire whether a 
more strategic approach might be used.

4. Councillor declarations of interest for the following agenda items – None.
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5. Matters Arising

5.1 Ref 5.1:  Responding the the shutdown, CP reported that it had been decided to 
send-out a Covid-19 newsletter in place of the Village Calendar, with the Parish 
Council newsletter being kept back for when things are back to normal.  The 
production team comprised Claire Poulton and Tim Aber, with Jane Wheeler and 
other villagers distributing it.  A list of volunteers was compiled with the further 
assistance of Stevi Gaydon and Lesley Woodward, of which 30 – 40 villagers 
have offered to help with a variety of tasks.  The purpose was to encourage 
villagers to support of each other, with two requests for help to date:-

Moreton Pinkney Parish Council Newsletter
The Parish Council are setting up a Covid19 Mutual Aid Group.

Firstly we hope that most people in the community can be supported by their neighbours. We 
know there is already some great support going on and of course we would like this to continue. 
But we would like to set up help for those that may not have a close support network. 
Do you need help or can you help?

Are you unable or concerned about leaving your home because of Covid 19/Coronavirus? Do you 
need someone to run errands – do your shopping, cook food or pick up a prescription etc.? Or 
would you just like someone to talk to if you’re feeling isolated? We can help!

The Parish Council is bringing together a group of residents to help out in the community during 
this time when some people are experiencing difficulty in accessing what they need due to 
concerns about Covid-19. We would like to support the community that we live in and ensure 
that nobody is left isolated or without what they need.

If you need help please could you ring Lesley on 760748, Stevi 760112 or Claire on 760790 and 
let us know what we can do to support you. You may not need help now, but this is an ongoing 
offer of help if you need it later.

If you would like to help out with supporting the community, please could you ring Lesley, Stevi 
or Claire. We may need help doing shopping, running errands, ordering peoples shopping on line,  
picking up prescriptions or anything else that needs doing. We may also need people that can 
provide a friendly ear and some emotional support to community members who are self isolating 
or finding the pandemic overwhelming. This can be done by phone

Please could you let us know if you can help. We need your name, where you live, phone 
numbers, email address, what you can do, and your agreement for these details to be given to 
other residents under the GDPR (the data protection regulations).
Thank you. Moreton Pinkney Parish Council.

It was agreed that the Parish Council shall meet these modest costs of £9 
(forward the receipts to GD).  This was a valiant joint-effort, with sincere 
appreciation to all who helped to make it happen.

5.2 Ref 5.2:  As part of his CiLCA training the Clerk is reviewing the policies, 
procedures and practices of the Parish Council, alongside those of Preston 
Capes and Woodford Halse too.  A single page comparison (distributed to 
Councillors) shows some interesting parallels and inconsistencies, from which 
all Councils may benefit. 

5.3 Ref 6.8:  The ‘Flying Start’ training courses suspended during Covid 
incarceration.  Perhaps CP will be able to register for the 2nd June one?
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5.4 Ref 10.1:  It is hoped that the noticeboard on the bus shelter will be installed 
by a volunteer next week.

5.5 Ref 10.7:  CiLCA training course for Clerk postponed for March, April and May.

6. Correspondence

6.1 18 Mar:  Village of the Year judging won’t be until much later in the year (Covid)
6.2 29 Feb:  N-CALC mini eUpdate – Election 2020 countdown
6.3 2 Mar:  CPRE Northants Planning Roadshow – a training opportunity

6.4 4 Mar:  Northants Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner, February newsletter
6.5 5 Mar:  Theft of tools from van on Banbury Road, in Moreton Pinkney
6.6 5 Mar:  Calor Rural Community Fund – any beneficiaries known in the village?

6.7 5 Mar:  Neighbourhood Watch – any 
interest in a Covid Buddy system?

6.8 8 Mar:  N-CALC Friday mini eUpdate – 
Coronavirus, election countdown (Parish 
Councillor applicant packs are now 
available)

6.9 9 Mar:  Judith Bryant (Footpath Warden) 
has been advised that the old railway 
bridge on Bridleway AV21 belongs to the 
Historical Railways Estate.  They are aware 
of the parapet defects brought to their 
attention by Judith.  The structure is being 
monitored regularly and an assessment and 
remedial works are being carried out by the 
Historical Railway estate.

6.10 16 Mar:  Clerk report-back on new web site 
training, provided to Councillors – a work in 
progress GD

6.11 16 Mar:  N-CALC Friday mini eUpdate – 
local elections postponed to May 2021

6.12 18 Mar:  Neighbourhood Alert to hackers 
preying on fears of Covid19

6.13 18 Mar:  Helpers needed to distribute MPPC Covid 19 Mutual Aid Group newsletter
6.14 21 Mar:  NALC – Covid19 information for Parish and Town Councils
6.15 25 Mar:  N-CALC Corona virus weekly briefing – introduces Zoom for virtual meetings
6.16 25 Mar:  Northants Police encourages reporting on-line

6.17 28 Mar:  N-CALC mini eUpdate – thanks to councillors; no update on Clerk’s pay
6.18 1 Apr:  Neighbourhood alert:  3 sentenced for sheep butchery offences
6.19 1 Apr:  SNC planning – no further hard copy plans (use on-line info)
6.20 1 Apr:  Neighbourhood alert: Northants Police & social distancing

6.21 1 Apr:  Online training for planning applications on 17 April – any interest?
6.22 3 Apr:  NALC – local council meetings (emergency change of legislation)
6.23 3 Apr:  N-CALC eUpdate Mar/Apr – virtual council meetings
6.24 3 Apr:  Calor Rural Community Fund – one week left to apply
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6.25 8 Apr:  N-CALC weekly briefing Coronavirus
6.26 9 Apr:  The pink army volunteers in Northamptonshire (in case you see them)

6.27 9 Apr:  Neighbourhood alert: Nothants Police – you’ve been told, do it…
6.28 15 Apr:  SNC Covid19 – no longer sending neighbouring property letters!  Notice of 

planning applications will continue to be posted online and on a nearby pillar / post.

6.29 15 Apr:  N-CALC short weekly briefing – Annual Parish meeting, audits

7. Council’s annual review of Standing Orders, Codes of Conduct, Financial 
Regulations and Data Protection Regulations

 A work in progress, with results hopefully ready for adoption at May’s AGM and 
then for posting on the new web site under ‘Governance Documents’ GD.

8. Preparing for the Annual General Meeting, scheduled Tue 19th May

Councillors are considering whether a Zoom meeting, open to public involvement will 
suffice.  This can be on the scheduled date of Wed 27th May 2020 - GD & BV.

9. Reporting requirements for Annual Parish Assembly, scheduled Wed 22nd April.

Councillors agreed that the Clerk shall solicit email or written reports for the year from 
last year’s village representatives, then compile it into a single report for circulation.  It 
provides an interesting summary of the year’s activities GD.

10. Progress report on the 2nd Vehicle activated Sign (VAS) for the village

Jane Wheeler has organised a team for charging the VAS2 batteries and moving it 
around – the team seems to be working well together.

AJ reported that the two new posts have recently been installed by Northamptonshire 
Highways, with installation of the mounting brackets imminent.  His son Ben has 
undertaken the training to reconfigure VAS2 to 40mph and will shortly relocate it to the 
new position, to start its data recording in the faster area BJ.

VAS2 has already been recording the speeds of passing vehicles in the 30 mph areas 
(sometimes displaying the speed, other times without!).  The downloaded results make 
for some interesting reading, though confounded somewhat by the Covid shut-down 
which has dramatically reduced the traffic flow through the village.  Ben will produce a 
report for the Parish Assembly BJ.

11. Update on a traffic mirror at the corner of Weston Hill - GD

The Clerk has contacted Steven Barber, involved with Road Safety on behalf of 
Northamptonshire Highways.   In summary, they do not condone them and they do not 
fit them (usually assisting with exiting from private drives, when visibility is limited).  
His one concern, if fitted on a private building, would be the possible blinding an 
oncoming driver temporarily.  He is happy to come and discuss this with us, once 
permitted.

Discussion amongst councillors was a wariness of impinging upon the verge itself 
(affecting mowing) and council liability in case of accident, however caused.  In 
conclusion, with thanks to the Clerk for his efforts, it was agreed that the Parish Council 
cannot take this idea any further, to be conveyed with a visit by JS.
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12. Planning (latest items available at snc.planning-register.co.uk)

12.1 TEF086884 SMIP:  Pre-app consultation on new telecoms base station proposal (PC).  
Councillors appreciate that to improve 4G reception and Smart meter connectivity, 
there needs to be a mast somewhere close to the village.  This application is for a 
shorter 15 metre mast on a higher point, on the edge of the yard to Highfields Farm.  
The landowner reports not being previously aware of the proposal.  He has a suggestion 
for the use of some scrub land just 250 yards away.  Councillors suggested that Nokia / 
Vodafone consider this scrub site.  To this end, JS will talk with the landowner and 
email the developers.  

12.2 S/2020/0564/FUL:  A replacement double garage with double wood frame detached 
garage at Cound  Cottage, Brook Street.  Response by 15 May.  PG and two other 
Councillors were unable to download the documentation [linked photographs showing 
structure and materials were still non-viewable 27.4.20], hence no comments have 
been made.  However, with the description given, it is probably safe to pursue No 
Comment.

12.3 S/2020/0334/FUL:  Internal reconstruction of listed building at Lodge Farm Barn, 
Culworth Road.  Response by 9th April (passed).  CP reported No objection.  Internal 
changes are rarely, if ever, a concern of the Parish Council.

12.4 S/2019/2174/MAF: Change of use from agricultural to social, recreational for 2 storage 
containers and a portaloo at north end of Weston Road (part retrospective).  No 
objection recorded 13 Nov.  Ongoing, site visit completed.

13. Finance and Accounts
13.1 4 Mar:  £130 village donation towards VAS2 received from Alison Eastwood
13.2 20 Mar:  Verge mowing grants for 2019 at £250.84 received
13.3 23 Mar:  CIL grant £700 towards enhancements to the church path received (101086)
13.4 28 Feb:  CIL grant of £3,221.22 towards village hall improvements received (101087)

13.5 Cheque 101088 of £714 for new hosted web site and 2 email addresses NOT received 
by 2commune.com (of which £250 from CIL).  Councillors approved of a replacement 
cheque.  Councillors also requested that the Clerk seek to cancel the exiting cheque for 
£714, so long as this does not cost more than £10 GD.

13.6 12 Mar:  Final New Homes Bonus £2,726.91 grant received for VAS2
13.7 1 Apr:  P60 generated for Parish Clerk using new 12cloudpayroll.com registration (FOC)

13.8 Review of budget with unaudited end of year figures to 31 March 2020 (Appendix A).  
These have been distributed by the Clerk, who will also provide a copy of the internal 
accounts spreadsheet to PG upon his request (wishes to better comprehend the 
declared overspend, associated with CIL) GD.

13.9 Councillors approved the payment of the items listed below:-

Description / Power Amount VAT Total

Replacement for cheque 101088 NOT received by 
2commune.com for setup and hosting of new web site £595.00 £119.00 £714.00

RTM Landscapes mowing for March 2020 £350.00 £70.00 £420.00

E.On street light maintenance quarter to 31 March 2020 £47.88 £9.58 £57.46

N-CALC annual subscription based on 343 electors, with 
audit service and Data protection Officer fee

£449.39
£10.00 £459.39
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Gary Denby Clerk gross remuneration and expenses
26 February to 31 March 2020 (5 weeks) including 
home office expenses (old rate £11.22 / hr)

£196.35
£30.00 £226.35

Gary Denby Clerk gross remuneration and expenses
1 April to 21 March 2020 (3 weeks) including home 
office expenses (new rate 11.79 / hr).

£123.79
£18.00 £141.79

Opus Street Lighting, electricity supply to 22 Feb (DD) £43.80 £2.19 £45.99

Opus Street Lighting, electricity supply to 24 Mar (DD) £45.30 £2.27 £47.57

The prepared cheques shall be passed  by the Clerk to BV, to BC and returned 
to GD for payment.

14. Councillors' Comments

14.1 JS reported again upon the verge mowing outside of Judth Bryant’s mother’s abode can 
no longer be undertaken by the village resident.  He will have a word with the 
contractor when they are next in the village JS.

14.2 JS congratulated the volunteers and neighbours operating the informal helper scheme.  
Excellent feedback has been received.

15. Date of next meeting:  Wednesday 27 May 2020, on Zoom with the public also 
invited.

Zoom ‘virtual’ meeting closed at 8:46 pm, with councillors considering this new 
approach to be a success.

 …………………………. ……………………….
  Chairman Date
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APPENDIX A:  UPDATED BUDGET WITH ACTUAL FOR 2019-20
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Expenditure Item

1 Grass Mowing S96 £2,160.00 £2,160.00 £3,500 £3,150.00 £3,150

2 Tree Maintenance - - £300 - £300

3 Subscription NCALC £258.39 £257.12 £270 £265.39 £280

4a   Electricity supply un-metered £473.30 £531.84 £490 £587.16 £520

4b   Street light maintenance £258.00 £258.00 £260 £191.52 £260

5 Parish Council Insurance £322.63 £307.46 £350 £323.17 £350

6 Clerk / Expenses / Training £2,175.93 £2,396.41 £2,430 £2,472.12 £3,150

7 Auditing

7a   Internal – N-CALC £167.00 £172.00 £176 £176.00 £180

7b   External - BDO £36.00 - - - -

7c   N-CALC acting as DPO £10 £10.00 £10

8 Village Hall rental + grants £90.00 £80.00 £100 £3,301.22 £100

9 Grants (upon request) towards:

9a   Churchyard – S215 LGA 72 £200.00 £100.00 £100 £800.00 £100

9b   Play Eqpt Ins contribution– S19 £300.00 £320.00 £330 £330.00 £330

10 Village Newsletter– Sec 137 £163.60 £101.40 £160 £142.00 £200

11 £140.00 £140.00 £160 £737.00 £360

12 Remembrance Wreath – Sec 137 £20.00 £20.00 £25 £20.00 £20

13 Miscellaneous contingency £50.00 £200.91 £250 £205.00 £350

14 Community Defibrillator / VAS £1,423.20 £4,323.26 - £4,347.16 £150

15 Steel benches (NHB grant 04/19) £1,885.80 - - -

16 VAT as a refundable expense £1,739.22

TOTAL EXPENDITURE (inc VAT): £8,238.05 £13,254.20 £8,911 £18,796.96 £9,810

20 Precept request £6,900.00 £7,450.00 £7,850 £7,850.00 £8,700

21 Bank Interest + NS&I interest £11.20 £38.06 £10 £44.52 £10

22 Community Infrastructure Levy - £11,538.27 - - -

23 New Homes Bonus grants, extra £1,186.00 £3,648.00 - £4,275.91 -

24 Donations / awards £501.68 £250.84 £250 £1,380.84 £250

25 VAT refund: £502.67 £701.11 £1,100 £1,468.02 £850

TOTAL INCOME £9,101.55 £23,626.28 £9,210 £15,019.29 £9,810

Excess income over expenditure £863.50 £719.61 £299 -£3,777.67 £0

Moreton Pinkney Parish Council
Budget for 2020-21 with audited for 2017-19, and unaudited actuals for 2019-20

Expenditure
2017-18

Expenditure
2018-19

Budget 
2019-20

Expenditure
2019-20

Unaudited

Budget 
2020-21

Village web site & maintenance – 
S142 Gov’t Info
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Expenditure Item Budget Explanation

1 Grass Mowing £3,150

2 Tree Maintenance £300 Trees on recognised green spaces

3 Subscription NCALC £280 A useful subscription, locally supporting small Parish Councils.

4a £520

4b E.On street light maintenance £260

5 Parish Council Insurance £350

6 Clerk / Expenses

£2,150

£500

£423

£77

7 Internal & External Audit £190

8 Hall rental £100 Approximately nine meetings per year, discounted to £10 a time

9 Grants (on request) towards:

9a   Churchyard mowing £100 Assisting with a public amenity (war memorial)

9b   Play Eqpt Ins contribution £330 Assisting with a public amenity.  Allow for a 3% increase.

10 Village Newsletter– Sec 137 £200

11a £250

11b £40
11c £70

12 Remembrance Wreath £20 Increased at request of councillors November 2018

13 Miscellaneous contingency £350 Contingency for everyday operating costs.

14 VAS extended warranty £150

TOTAL BUDGET: £9,810

Precept to be requested: £8,700 A 11% rise over 2019-20 (up around £5 per 167 households)

Audited cash assets 1/4/19 £16,073 Barclays + NS&I accounts, per audit to 31/3/19 

Precept to be requested: £7,850

Other receipts £7,170 Last NHB, mowing grant

Staff costs -£2,081

Other payments -£16,715

Balance carried forward 31/3/20 £12,297 (includes CIL reserves of £6.787)

Moreton Pinkney Parish Council   Summary of Predicted Expenditures,
as agreed for 2020-21 budgeting

The village Precept (collected via your rates) is based on the following figures.
The predicted expenditure will be covered by the Precept plus reserves plus VAT reclaim.

RTM Landscapes based in Loughton, Milton Keynes (23 miles 
away), year 2 of a 3 year contract:    3/4/5a/5b/6/7/8/9/10 + 
misc verges twice yearly.   Allows one extra mow in the year if 
required (very wet and warm).

Opus Energy supply for street 
lighting

Unmetered Opus electricity on fixed 4 year contract to 31 March 
2023.

Lamp maintenance is still through E.On, who installed the lamps 
prior to 2105.

Village assets and public liability.  Under Long Term Agreement to 
30 May 1921 through Norris & Fisher, underwritten by Ageas.

3.5 hrs / week with auto annual increment to LC1+ SCP point 13 
at £11.79 per hour (inc est 3% increase = £2,150) plus 

contribution towards use of home office facilities £6 pw (£312), 
stationery and postage and extra mileage (£188).

A 50% cost of CiLCA course for Clerk= £423.  Councillors = £77

N-CALC fee for internal audit band 2 from £172 to £176, zero 
external audit so long as council complies with ‘openness’.  N-CALC 
acts as our Data Protection Officer for a nominal £10 pa.

£40 quarterly copying, paid in advance, plus £10 quarterly for an 
additional newsletter page on its reverse side.

Village web site hosting, 
development and maintenance

Maintenance of new ‘accessible’ web site (cloud-based).
Fee for web site registration with ICO

Two council-controlled emails for Chair and Clerk

Annual extension to 1st Vehicle Activated Sign warranty
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Allocation of Moreton Pinkney cash reserves 2020-21 Cash reserves at 31/3/20 £12,297

Units owned Unit cost 2016
Estimate, in case of an election call with costs not covered by local elections £2,000 -

6 / 25 * 14 * £1,200 = £4,032 £672

8 / 10 * 1 * £1,000 = £800 £100

13 / 25 * 1 * £3,000 = £1,560 £120

13 / 20 * 4 * £600 = £1,560 -£960
Village benches (steel) 1 / 25 * 2 £786 = £63 £63

Community Defibrillator 2 / 5 * 1 * £1,000 = £400 £200

0 / 5 * 1 * £3,400 = £0 -

Unexpected contingency pot, 10% of available cash assets £1,230 -£63

Reserved funds for CIL, yet to be allocated £6,787

Total reserves allocations £18,432 £132

Shortfall / surplus of cash reserves -£6,135

Incremented
Current year

Replace 
after Year

Revised
Allocation

This year 
increase

Planned street pole & 
light renewal

Planned noticeboard 
replacement

Anticipated bus shelter 
repairs

Village benches 
(wooden)

Vehicle Activated 
Speed Sign (2018)

(-£4,224 for 2019-20 budget, thus an increased shortfall)

10/07/18 CIL RECEIVED, ref Rye Hill Barn £11,538.27

16/10/19 11.4:  New bench, concrete plynth -£200.00
27/11/19 Extra post & brackets for VAS1 -£379.70
15/01/20 5.5:  50% grant toward church path improvement -£700.00
15/01/20 5.6:  85% grant to village hall for renovation & improvements -£3,221.22
26/02/20 10.1:  New noticeboard for bus shelter -£175.00
26/02/20 10.5:  New web site setup: 2commune.com -£275.00

15/01/20 REMAINING, UNALLOCATED CIL (as planned) £6,587.35


