
 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF MORETON PINKNEY PARISH COUNCIL
held on Wednesday 26th February 2020 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall

Present: James Smith (JS) Chairman
Andrew Jalland (AJ) Councillor
Dorothy Brooke (DB) Councillor
Brian Collett (BC) Councillor
Claire Poulton (CP) Councillor
Peter Gaydon (PG) Councillor

Gary Denby (GD) Parish Clerk

Public: Jane Wheeler (JW) Barbara Keane (BK) Tim Aber (TA)
Gale Howarth Hugh Rabey
Tony & Jean Carpenter

 Welcome and any announcements from the Chair

JS welcomed Councillors and the public to the meeting.  Four attendees viewed the 
abbreviated agenda posted in the village FaceBook page. 

1. Apologies accepted – Cllr Ben Vincent

2. Receive minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 15th January 2020

The meeting minutes were approved as an accurate record, proposed by BC, 
seconded by AJ, agreed by those present and signed by the Chairman JS.

3. Public time

JW reported there should be seven volunteers available for training with the second 
Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS2) on Thursday.  Alison Eastwood has forwarded a further 
£130 of public donations to the Parish Council account, to help cover VAS2 costs.

JW reported that she has paid the £30 for Moreton Pinkney to enter for The 
Northamptonshire Village Awards 2020, complete with a supporting statement (see 
Appendix A) referencing her experiences since a move to the village five years ago.  
Judging occurs in April, with awards in July.  It is presently unclear what the judging 
criteria are, or by whom (they are much broader than attractive gardens).  The Parish 
Council agreed last month to support this venture by paying the entry fee.

Jean Carpenter advised that it can be very challenging at times, to exit from Brook 
Street onto Weston Hill.  A consensus is developing amongst neighbours that a traffic 
mirror may be of benefit (though sometime subject to condensation and icing).  Is is 
understood that Northamptonshire Highways are unlikely to endorse a license for 
placement of a mirror on the verge (adding to perceived street clutter).  That said, 
they are unlikely to comment upon a mirror mounted strategically upon a private 
dwelling, with the owner’s permission...

4. Councillor declarations of interest for the following agenda items

BC and DB reported an interest in item 10.4, both being on the Village Hall committee.
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5. Matters Arising

5.1 Ref 3:  CP reported that the first Village Newsletter has been published on the 
reverse of the February Calendar, as agreed last month.  A meeting with the 
Parish Clerk led to a Summary Agenda being produced and promoted on the 
village’s informal FaceBook page ‘Moreton Pinkney Matters’.  A draft of the 
second edition was provided to Councillors for comment (aimed at April, prior 
to the local elections) ALL.

A suggestion was made to include a glass of wine to encourage attendance at 
the Parish Assembly.  This would invalidate the Parish Council meeting 
arranged to follow it, so was revised to Teas & Coffees commencing at 6.30pm.

5.2 Review of policies, procedures and practices into an encompassing Policies 
document – carried forwards GD.

5.3 The Clerk has contact the Garden Club Chair (Hilary Foxton), with regards their  
sponsored bench and drying out joints.  There is no urgency on this and the 
group will await the next extended dry spell, before deciding if action is needed.

6. Correspondence

6.1 28 Jan:  Precept request for £8,700 for 2020-21 has been acknowledged by Amy 
Jennings at SNC

6.2 4 Feb:  South Northants Community Minibus (not-for-profit) snvb.org.uk  PG has 
queried the costs for this, thinking perhaps of a regular shopping trip for villagers.

6.3 10 Feb:  N-CALC Membership Survey – councillor edition forwarded
6.4 12 Feb:  Northamptonshire David Laing Awards for Litter Heroes
6.5 12 Feb:  N-CALC mini eUpdate – training opportunities.  

6.6 12 Feb:  NALC Chief Exec’s Bulletin - ‘Great Spring Clean’; Codes of Conduct
6.7 14 Feb:  West Northants – Methodlogy for Land Availability Assessment

6.8 14 Feb:  N-CALC Flying Start training (£44 per delegate).  CP is interested in 
attending the ‘Off to a Flying Start’ course for new Councillors (£44 per delegate). 
Proposed, seconded and approved by all present.  CP to apply; invoice to GD.

7. Progress report on second Vehicle Activate Sign (VAS2)

GD reported that the Swarco engineer Pete Hornby will be bringing VAS2 at 3pm on 
Thursday 27th February and will be providing informal training on its battery changing and 
answering questions as they arise.

The Clerk has twice chased Northants Highways indirectly, on the installation of the two 
additional verge poles.  They have cashed the cheque for the work, the work order has 
been issued and the job is now waiting its turn, along with all other small works.

The Clerk forwarded an update letter to Mrs Eastwood and the fundraising team on 13th 
February, advising of costs incurred for VAS2.  The Clerk now has sufficient evidence to 
request payment in March from the New Homes Bonus grant(before financial year end), 
covering the majority of this project GD.
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8. Suggestion for a traffic mirror at the corner of Weston Hill

its maintenance, life expectancy and replacement cost (as a Parish Council asset)?  
Is planning permission required within a Conservation area?  It was agreed that the 
Clerk shall raise these matters with Steven Barber, Highways Road Safety officer GD.

9. Planning (latest items available at snc.planning-register.co.uk)

9.1 S/2019/2353/FUL: Single story extension at front and side of Moreton Pinkney Station.  
Councillors recorded as having No Objection.  Approved 15 Jan.

9.2 S/2019/2174/MAF: Change of use from agricultural to social, recreational for 2 storage 
containers and a portaloo at north end of Weston Road (part retrospective).  No 
objection recorded 13 Nov.  Ongoing.

10. Finance and Accounts

10.1 Consider purchase of A0, lockable external noticeboard for the bus shelter, up to £250.
The Clerk has circulated details of a weatherproof, wall-mounted, lockable aluminium 
noticeboard, as sourced by Preston Capes Village Hall.  Consideration was given 
whether it should be coloured green or brown, on the side of the bus shelter, or left as 
a polished aluminium (half the price)?  Measurements indicate that an A1 size board 
(118 cm x 84 cm) should be proportionate to the side of the shelter.  Proposed, 
seconded and approved by all present GD.

10.2 Update on verge mowing grants for 2019 and 2020 from Sheila Gilder at KierWSP.  This 
has been submitted and resulted in a flurry of emails requesting a ‘Purchase Order’ (not 
required for previous years), then withdrawal of the requirement.  Hopefully the 
payment will be received in due course GD.

10.3 Ref 5.5:  To approve grant of £700 from CIL towards enhancements to the church 
path.  The new, wider path and its single parking space looks very good.  The grant 
was proposed, seconded and agreed by all present.

10.4 Ref 5.6:  To approve grant of £3,221.22 from CIL towards village hall improvements. 
The village hall recently arranged a ‘Race Night’ for villagers which raise £1,410 
towards the redecoration and improvements.  The grant was proposed, seconded and 
agreed by all those eligible to vote.

10.5 Ref 9.4:  To approve expenditure of £714 for new hosted web site and 2 email 
addresses by 2commune.com (of which £250 from CIL).  This was proposed, 
seconded and agreed by all present.
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10.6 To approve £30 entry fee cheque for CPRE Village of the Year competition – NACRE.
Since this has been paid by Barbara Keane, Councillors agreed that this should now be 
paid as an allowable expense to the Council GD.

10.7 To approve Clerk’s CiLCA training, commences Thu 5 March, 50% of £845 payable April
This was proposed, seconded and agreed by all present.

10.8 Councillors’ consideration and approval for payment, the items listed below:-

Description / Power Amount VAT Total

Purchase of lockable external noticeboard for the bus 
shelter, by XL Displays, A1 green with grey pinboard

£162.00
£13.00 £35.00 £210.00

Grant for St Mary’s PCC, 50% of improved church path £700.00 £700.00

Grant for Moreton Pinkney Village Hall, 90% towards 
improvements

£3,221.22 £3,221.22

Purchase of ‘accessible’ parish council web site: setup 
and training, first year’s hosting; domain registration
prestoncapesparishcouncil.org.uk with two email 
accounts (parishchair@ + parishclerk@)

£250.00
£250.00
£25.00
£70.00 £119.00 £714.00

N-ACRE entry for Village of the Year competition £30.00 £30.00

Gary Denby Clerk gross remuneration and expenses
16 January to 25 February 2020 (6 weeks) including 
home office expenses.

£235.63
£36.00 £271.62

Opus Street Lighting, electricity supply to 24 Jan (DD) £49.09 £2.45 £51.54

Payment of Moreton Pinkney Village Hall hire 2019-20: 
8 meetings 1st April 2019 to 31st March 2020

£80.00 £80.00

11. Councillors' Comments

11.1 PG reported that the recently elected government has decided to continue with 
the HS/2 high speed rail project.   However, the delays incurred in making this 
decision have caused local preparation works to drift out to June or July.

11.2 AJ reported concerns about the churned-up green by the Old Vicarage, near to 
the new church path.  JS recalled seeing it raked and immaculate after the path 
works, then churned-up just a couple of days ago.  Possibly the contractor is 
not at fault?

Talking of village greens, now that we no longer have Les Tucker on the Parish 
Council, his project to accumulate evidence of greens use (in order to register 
them) has gone awry.  Perhaps we could ask for an interested resident to come 
forwards, in the 3rd Newsletter, supported by the FaceBook page?

11.3 The road frontage (??????) is causing Marion Holloway to stumble on occasion.  
This has been maintained by Highways in the past.  This is to be entered into 
FixMyStreet on Leonard Baxter’s behalf GD.  PG agreed to send a link for local 
tradesmen able to grind the residual stump outside Leonard Baxter’s.
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11.4 CP agreed to look into the ‘Climate Change Challenge’ and how it might affect 
the village.  Through her work, CP is also aware that we have until 2026 to 
register any footpaths present on historic maps.  CP will discuss this with Judith 
Bryant, our Parish Path Warden.

11.5 JS will reflect further upon the local elections discussion (requirement to 
promote them), though they have been flagged in the newsletter.  GD should 
shortly receive the Councillor nominations forns from SNC.

11.6 GD will send out invitations to village groups shortly, to attend and submit 
reports to the annual Parish Meeting.

12. Date of next meeting:  Wednesday 22nd April 2020 after Annual Parish 
Assembly (Tea & Coffee at 6.30pm onwards, delayed by 2 weeks by 
village hall improvements).  

Meeting closed at 9.30 pm.

 …………………………. ……………………….
  Chairman Date
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APPENDIX A:  Northamptonshire Village Awards 2020 supporting statement

It was most surprising moving to Moreton Pinkney 5 years ago. Set in very pretty countryside with some 
lovely cottages and houses, the road through the village meanders around several bends, leaving the 
viewer wondering what delights will be around the corner.

St Mary’s church is slightly set back from the road, a beautiful old church and graveyard where there are 
often sheep to be seen grazing, helping to keep the surrounds neat.  The church has a lively congregation 
with several young families regularly attending on most Sundays.  The church is also the venue for an 
annual concert by villagers with joyous music and readings, often amusing.

Although the village is small, with only 160 homes, there is a lot of social activity with many of our 
neighbours taking it upon themselves to arrange gatherings in the village hall.  Throughout the winter 
months there are events every month such as quizzes, race nights, film nights, safari suppers and pub 
nights.  In addition our lively Garden club arranges guest speakers for the keen gardeners amongst us.  
There are also regular attendants for a weekly Bowls club, Pilates and Table Tennis.

Last summer a village fete was regenerated for the first time in about 15 years.  There were many people 
attending our first meeting, all wanting to get truly involved from the outset.  The fete in early July was a 
huge success and we hope to build on that in future years.

The lively Garden Club, mentioned earlier, has many village members.  It has been in existence since 
WW2 when so many people turned their flower gardens into vegetable gardens.  Still going strong, there 
is a Horticultural Show in early September every year which gives everyone the opportunity to 
demonstrate their prowess both in growing, crafts and cookery.  In addition there are competitions for 
best front and back gardens and hanging baskets.  Recently the Garden Club have started taking groups 
to visit some RHS Gardens, last summer giving many villagers a delightful day out at Wisley.

The village owns a small parcel of land nearby, bequeathed many years ago, which gives a small rental 
income.  With this was set up ‘Moreton Pinkney Charities’ which helps people in the village in time of 
need.  It has been used to aid the youth of the village in buying books for study at school and university.  
There is a village pub which, other than a short opening 3 years ago, has been closed for 18 years. 
However it has recently been bought and we are all interested to see the regeneration works happening.  
We have hopes for a grand opening shortly but in the meantime we utilise the village hall with a bar and 
games to attract anyone wanting a fun evening.

The village is well served by a mobile shop twice each week and a fresh fish salesman from the east coast 
calls weekly.  A fish & chip van also calls monthly, always popular.  Despite having limited facilities, 
Moreton Pinkney villagers have found a way.

We have a village Facebook page which now has over 350 members.  A great many of the villagers, of 
course, but the number added to by family members who have moved away but still want to see what 
goes on in Moreton Pinkney.  This is a lively page with photographs being added from time to time.  This 
year the best of those photographs were gathered together to make a calendar which was sold in the 
village, generating a donation to Katharine House Hospice in the process.  The Facebook page (Moreton 
Pinkney Matters) is a very good way for everyone to keep in touch and a chance to remind our 
neighbours of upcoming events.   A monthly calendar issued to every home is another way to keep 
informed, as is the web site.

My surprise, which I mentioned at the beginning, is how welcoming everyone is in Moreton Pinkney. 
I feel as if I have lived here for years.  All newcomers are treated to a huge welcome and it is assured 
that no one feels left out.

Barbara Wheeler
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