
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF MORETON PINKNEY PARISH COUNCIL
held on Wednesday 28th November 2018 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall

 
Present: Andrew Jalland (AJ) Chairman

Ben Vincent (BV) Vice Chairman
Dorothy Brooke (DB) Councillor
Brian Collett (BC) Councillor
James Smith (JS) Councillor
Peter Gaydon (PG) Councillor
Gary Denby (GD) Parish Clerk

Public: Tim Aber Jane Wheeler
Hugh Raby Richard Prior

 Welcome and any announcements from the Chair

1. Apologies received - None

2.2 Receive minutes of Parish Council held on 17th October 2018
The meeting minutes were approved as an accurate record, proposed by 
BC, seconded by BV and approved by all present, signed by the Chairman.

3. Public time

3.1 Effectiveness of the mobile Vehicle Activated Speed Sign (VAS).  During the 
past six weeks, The Clerk has received eight emails from villagers praising the 
effectiveness of the sign at slowing traffic.  These were responded to by the 
Clerk (forwarded to the Chair and Vice Chair), including the professional advise 
received at the July 2017 meeting that ‘These use ‘shock awareness’ to deter speeding. 
They must be moved or changed in order to retain their shock effect.’.

The members of the public appreciated the efforts of the Parish Council to 
install the first VAS, reporting its marked affect upon those entering the village.
They were keen to have a second VAS, both becoming permanent fixtures, 
perhaps with an additional point in the 40mph area beyond the village garage 
(thus enabling them to be rotated around).  The Chair advised of the necessity 
for extending our Section 50 license (the verges ‘belong’ to Northamptonshire 
Highways), as well as the additional £4,000 purchase price (possible use of the 
New Homes Bonus), plus its planned replacement cost after five years of about 
£700 pa (an extra £4 per household on the rates).

These are early days in the use of the VAS (having a novelty aspect) and we 
will have to accumulate evidence of 40 mph area speeding if we want to extend
the license.  The current VAS is reported as recording the speed of all vehicles 
that pass it.  It was agreed the Clerk will inquire who has taken over Steven 
Barber’s role of Road Safety Officer at Northamptonshire Highways (if anyone, 
pending structural changes) GD.

3.2 A member of the public asked whether it is possible to install dog bins on the 
popular walking routes in Plumpton Lane and at the bottom of Brook Street?  
Dog fouling around the children’s play area besides the sports field was 
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discussed at the October 2018 meeting (section 10.1) and new signs have been
installed thanks to DB.   It was agreed that the Clerk will inquire as to the likely
cost of a contractor to regularly empty (perhaps supply) such bins, required for 
possible inclusion in next year’s budget (January 2019 meeting) GD.

4. Councillor declaration of interest in the following agenda items
JS with regards item 7.18

5. Matters arising from the minutes

5.1 Ref 5.1:  Carried forwards, the development of a Data Map (Jan 2019) GD BV
5.2 Ref 5.2:  Review of the Complaint Procedure is outstanding GD
5.3 Ref 5.7:  Northants Highways Section 50 licence received for speed sign

5.4 Ref 5.8:  A New Homes Bonus grant application for two themed steel benches was  
submitted on 19th November.  This met the SNC deadline of 30 November 2018 (so is  
within this financial year and current allocation pot).  However, since above £1,000 this
must go to a panel meeting for consideration.

5.5 Ref 7.17:  Community transport query outstanding in Village Calendar & FaceBook.  
This could include the possibility of a car-share scheme, if a villager would like to step 
forward to co-ordinate it?  The Clerk is to inquire whether the Parish Council can 
receive the demographics (age spread) of villagers. GD

5.6 Ref 9.2:  New Homes Bonus has £8,979 remaining, after VH toilets and speed sign.
5.7 Ref 9.5:  Village’s Vehicle Activated Sign has been commissioned and noticed!

5.8 Ref 10.2:  BC reported that Parish Council representation is required for the Moreton 
Pinkney Charities group.  They have recently managed to meet the outstanding grant 
requests, next expecting to meet for business in the summer of 2019.

6. Registration of a single village Green Space in the Spring of 2019 – agreed.

7. Correspondence

7.1 18 Oct:  Completion certificate for Vehicle Activated Sign was returned to Swarco
7.2 18 Oct:  Claim made from New Homes Bonus (SNC) for VAS grant
7.3 18 Oct:  Notification of a doorstep crime Survey in England (Kantar Public)

7.4 19 Oct:  Welcome paperwork issued to new Parish Councillor Peter Gaydon
7.5 19 Oct:  An opportunity to respond to our Police & Crime Commissioner’s survey
7.6 20 Oct:  Spare battery pack and charger received from Swarco (accidentally omitted)

7.7 31 Oct:  Option for grit bin refilling:  TBS Building supplies 20kg £4.67; bin £60 + VAT. 
The bin near to the church was reported as one third full.  DB may be able to obtain 
top-up supplies from work.

7.8 31 Oct:  Defibrillator is receiving its weekly checks by Jane Wheeler (with thanks).  PG 
is concerned that a record should be kept of the regular inspections and maintenance 
(in accordance with manufacturer’s recommendation), to protect the Parish Council and
its insurers against any claims, should the unit fail at a critical time.  A small notebook, 
signed on each occasion and presented to the Parish Council annually (AGM) may 
suffice?  The Clerk will look into this GD.
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7.9 31 Oct:  SNC New Homes Bonus scheme is continuing to March 31st 2020.  
However, there is a current SNC consultation that suggests all outstanding monies 
should be placed into a single pot for everyone to access (a better chance of it being 
used up).

7.10 8 Nov:  Police & Crime Commissioner’s newsletter
7.11 8 Nov:  Great Central report from ERTA (possible partial re-opening)
7.12 8 Nov:  SNC Community Grants scheme – consultation on broadening its scope
7.13 8 Nov:  N-CALC budgeting and precept advise (also their new fees)

7.14 14 Nov:  Parish request for full electoral register (its circulation and use is limited)
7.15 16 Nov:  N-CALC discounted 11th edition ‘Arnold-Baker Local Council Administration’. 

The Parish Council does not support a budget item for regular training of its Parish 
Clerk.  This publication may assist in providing the latest advise and recommended 
approaches, discounted from £129.99 to £103.99.  GD will research whether any 10th 
editions are available, discounted (though it may not include the latest advice with 
regards to Data Protection and Budgeting).

7.16 16 Nov:  Grant application received for cenotaph mowing grant, from St Marys PCC.
7.17 19 Nov:  Grant request received from Citizens Advise Bureau in North Oxon and South 

Northants, which may be benefiting villagers in crisis (1,829 new cases in 2017-18).  It 
was agreed to add an agenda item to January 2019, suggesting a £50 grant GD.

7.18 19 Nov:  Email and letter from Caroline Smith and her daughter Harriet Smith regards 
the possibility of a community bus (was using the County Connect service 
independently to Brackley and Towcester with her guide dog).  Whilst the Woodford 
Halse Community Hub is up  and running (cafe and library), GD has not yet pursued 
the possibilities for a monthly community minibus (potentially £500 per participating 
village, if cost effective transport can be made available between am/pm school trips).

7.19 21 Nov:  Richard Lingard is looking into options for independent Parish Councillor email 
addresses GD.

7.20 21 Nov:  N-CALC fee is £10 for 2019-20 to continue acting as our Data Protection 
Officer.  It was agreed to add this to the next revision of the budget GD.

7.21 26 Nov:  SNC base figures for Precept calculations forwarded (190 households in 2019)
7.22 26 Nov:  Opportunity to attend HS2 liaison meeting on Dec 14th at The Forum in 

Towcester.  PG volunteered to attend on behalf of the Parish Council.

7.23 27 Nov:  Insight into SNC district changes, pursuant to the new Unitary authority.
7.24 28 Nov:  Claim made from New Homes Bonus for VAS Section 50 grant.  

8. Planning (snc.planning-register.co.uk – Moreton Pinkney Parish)

8.1 S/2018/2483/FUL & LBC:  Replace flat roof and parapet wall with a pitched roof over 
porch / utility room at Glebe cottage on Brook Street.  Councillors agreed upon No 
Objection, given that the changes cannot be viewed from the roadside GD.

8.2 S/2018/2386/FUL:   Single storey side extension to Oak Lodge, Banbury Road.  No 
objection from Councillors.  Site visited.

8.3 S/2018/2049/FUL:  Additional stable block Woodwaye – No Objection, site visited.

8.4 S/2018/2114/FUL:  New garage at Moreton House – No Objection, site visited. Plan 
revised 11 Oct 2018.
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8.5 S/2018/2342/FUL:  Replace existing outbuildings with garage, annexe and store at 
Wood Farm, Banbury Road.  No Objection.  Site visited.  

8.5 S/2018/2094/FUL: Two storey side extension with glazed link at Gravel Hill Farm – 
No Objection.  Site visit completed.

8.6 S/2018/1780/LDE: Stan Shenton’s existing use of site as a dwelling house >4 years – 
response by 24 Aug, consults despatched, council agreed No Objection.  Approved.

8.7 S/2018/2308/FUL:  Convert outbuildings used as stables to a separate residence at 
Home Farm House, Banbury Road.  Councillors agreed to No Objection.

9. Finances and Accounts

9.1 25 Oct:  Received £3,373.55 from SNC New Homes Bonus for Vehicle Sign.

9.2 Application for NCC mowing grant for £250 towards verges in 2018 TBA.  This may 
cease in 2019-20 and should be removed from the budget as an income  GD.

9.3 Review of accounts summary spreadsheet to the end of November 2018 (used for 
budgeting), compared to bank statements by BC and signed off on behalf of Council.

9.4 Review of budget against actuals for 8 months with first draft budget 2019-20. This has
a projected cash reserve of £6,651 at the end of March 2019, after inclusion of a £950 
underspend on mowing, trees, grants and contingency.  The current accounts 
spreadsheet indicates we have £1,133 VAT reclaim to make for this year to date.

This First Draft thus allows a zero increase in the Precept request, remaining at £7,450 
as this current year (very roughly £39.21 for each of the 190 households).  However, 
the cash reserve appears to be £4,234 below the £10,885 target required to cover the 
Council’s planned replacement of assets and any 2019-20 election costs.

The current budget projected a reserves shortfall of £3,787 so this First Draft appears 
to be going backwards with regards the reserves, when the best advise of N-CALC and 
our internal auditor suggests we should be making-up our reserves for unintended 
consequences of the Unitary authority changes (loss of mowing grant, grit bin cover..)

The Council’s Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) also warned about the following year, 
when the new Vehicle Activated Sign will require an additional reserve of perhaps £700 
from the Precept (an extra £3.38 per household or 29p per month) to replace it after 5 
years.  The RFO’s view is that electrical equipment is usually ‘written off’ after three to 
five years (any additional usage being a bonus).  The VAS has a one year warranty.

There was debate whether the new £11,538 Community Infrastructure Levy fund can 
legitimately be used to replace the VAS in five or six years, or whether it is restricted to
only new infrastructure (to support the new housing load upon current infrastructure).

The First Draft budget was reviewed on a line-by-line basis, with small adjustments to 
be made including the removal of £60 budget for a single grit bin replenishment and 
the £100 for Moreton Pinkney Charities.  The anticipated £250 verge grant from NCC is 
to be removed and the grant for the British legion wreath is increased to £25 GD.

After much discussion, it was agreed that the RFO shall present two draft budgets for 
consideration in January 2019, the Second having an inflationary 2.5% increase in the 
Precept; the Third having a 5% increase in the Precept (+£370 or +£2 per household).
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9.5 The following invoices were initialled and cheques signed on behalf of the Parish 
Council by BC and BV:-

Description / Power Amount VAT Total

Scotts Landscapes mowing October 2018 (last of year) £200.00 £40.00 £240.00

Church graveyard mowing grant 2016-2017 (cenotaph) £100 £100

Play equipment insurance contribution grant to VH £320 £320

Stephanie Fountain MP Calendar Aug – Nov 2018 £27.00 £4.50 £27.00

Gary Denby Clerk gross remuneration and expenses
17 Oct to 28 Nov 2018 (6 weeks) inc. home office 

£260.84 £260.84

Grant to British Legion for Remembrance Day wreath, 
per budget

£20.00 £20.00

10. Councillors' Comments

10.1 DB reported that the Moreton Pinkney Village Hall Committee have received a 
quotation for the replacement of rotten gutters and fascias with modern PVC.  
This amounts to about £4,000.  It was agreed by all councillors that this is a 
suitable use for any residual NHB monies and that the VH committee should 
submit a grant request to this effect DB.

11. Date of Next Meeting  

 The next planned Parish Council meeting is on Wed 16th January 2019 at 7.30pm.

Meeting ended at 10pm.

  …………………………. ……………………….
  Chairman Date
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