
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF MORETON PINKNEY PARISH COUNCIL
held on Wednesday 5th September 2018 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall

 
Present: Andrew Jalland (AJ) Chairman

James Smith (JS) Councillor
Brian Collett (BC) Councillor
Gary Denby (GD) Parish Clerk

Public: Julie Copas Tim Aber

 Welcome and any announcements from the Chair.
Consideration was given to the low turnout of Councillors.  To be quorate, 
there must be a minimum of three Councillors and one third of the elected 
councillors.  Three represents 42% of the seven positions available. 

1. Apologies received 
Ben Vincent (BV) Vice Chairman

2. Receive minutes of Parish Council AGM held on 18 July 2018
The meeting minutes were approved as an accurate record, proposed by 
JS, seconded by BC and approved by all present, signed by the Chairman.

3. Public time
Julie Copas was available to present and answer questions upon her pre-
application for Home Farm (below).

Tim Aber asked questions relating to the verges and speed camera, 
addressed below.  With regards the Parish Councillor vacancy, he was 
advised that there is quite a bit of administration, particularly in answering
various polls and surveys generated by the district and county councils 
(allowing them a grass-roots view of their activities and priorities).  The 
Parish Council is not permitted to give-away its Precept money to 
voluntary organisations, to enhance their events.  It will however, respond
to grant applications for tangible items that benefit villagers as a whole.

4. Councillor declaration of interest in the following agenda items
None.

5. Matters arising from the minutes

5.1 Ref 5.1:  carried forward, the Green Spaces trees count within the village LT

5.2 Ref 5.3:  Carried forward, the development of a Data Map GD BV

5.3 Ref 5.4:  Councillor vacancy notice posted, which needs to be reformatted and re-
posted to allow fourteen days for a possible election to be called by ten villagers.

5.4 Ref 5.6:  The Clerk’s letter to Highways with reference to the wells remains 
outstanding.  However, in July a photographic record was made of the current 
leakage (even after weeks of intense heat).  Within two days the leak had 
stopped, so there was nothing to report, upon which Northamptonshire Highways 
might acknowledge that the kerbside well is their responsibility!
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It transpired that the neighbours reported the leak initially to their water supplier,
to be told it was fresh water, not chlorinated tap water.  They reported the leak 
on Street Doctor.  A Highways rep appeared two days after the photographs and 
rodded the subterranean overflow pipe heading towards The Square.  There has 
been sufficient flow to keep the overflow puddle at bay, but it will inevitably silt 
up again.  At that time, the Clerk will endeavour to gain a more formal acceptance
of responsibility for the kerbside well and its maintenance from Northamptonshire 
Highways / KierWSP / whatever follows the Unitary changes.  GD

Action is also required with regards ownership of the well set-back from the road.

5.5 Ref 5.8:  Review of Complaint Procedure outstanding GD

5.6 Ref 9.2:  Note of appreciation outstanding AJ GD.  Margaret Goodwin is not on 
the internet and had a village Fish & Chip supper in her honour.  We have missed 
the September Calendar (very limited space).

6. Correspondence

6.1 22 Jul & 22 Aug:  Councillor vacancy notice published on village FaceBook page
6.2 24 Jul:  Councillor vacancy notice published on village web site 

moretonpinkney.info as an addendum to the draft meeting minutes, also posted 
on the village noticeboard

6.3 27 Jul:  Northants N-CALC Update for Jul-Aug to all Councillors (devolved powers)
6.4 27 Jul:  Invitation to attend N-CALC AGM on Sat 6 October in Moulton
6.5 30 Jul:  British Legion steel bench offer is only for Daventry District Council area

6.6 22 Aug:  In their county-wide review of grit bins for the winter 2018-19, 
Northamptonshire Highways / KierWSP have agreed to maintain and restock only 
two of the village’s remaining three grit bins (on the Brook Street junction with 
Prestidge Row and also the top of Weston Road).  They will no longer maintain or 
restock the grit bin at the top of the tarmac slope next to the churchyard entrance, 
since the slope is only 1:13 instead of the (completely arbitrary) 1:10.  A money-saving 
endeavour perhaps?

The Clerk has tried to argue its continued maintenance, on grounds of elderly 
neighbours using the tarmac access; also walking villagers accessing the church – all to 
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no avail.  “Where NCC are no longer maintaining a grit bin appropriate 
arrangement can be made where a Parish takes over the ownership and 
therefore the replenishment and use of the grit bin. This would entail a 
transfer of ownership to be agreed. If this is something of interest we are 
asking the Parish/Community representative to contact us before the 15th 
September 2018 to avoid the bins being removed.”

Were the Parish Council to adopt the grit bin, it would have to be added to its 
Asset Register, along with a budget for its occasional replacement and its annual 
replenishment of salt-grit (about £100 pa).  Councillors gave consideration to the 
bin and could not recall any villagers using its salt-grit on the slope, even in our 
recent harsh winter.  There may be no-one nearby who is young and fit enough to
wield shovels full of salt, even when required.  It was agreed to pass the issue to 
the church PCC committee, to see whether they might agree to replenish and 
spread the salt, if the bin were adopted by the Parish Council.  GD

6.7 22 Aug:  Unitary proposals – SNC meeting on 30th August, submission 31st August
6.8 22 Aug:  British Legion ‘Thank-you event’ 1st Sep in Becketts Park, Northampton

6.9 27 Aug:  Prompt by Clerk to Scotts to strim ‘The Bank’, which seems to have been
accidentally omitted this year.

6.10 29 Aug:  A brief summary of Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) expenditure 
restrictions was distributed to councillors.  In essence, the monies might be spent 
on a mower or other asset benefiting the community, but not upon everyday 
mowing, street lighting etc.  A bit of a grey area.  The money is kept separate.

6.11 29 Aug:  The N-CALC guidance for the co-option of councillors has been received.
6.12 29 Aug:  Invitation to see our Police & Crime Commissioner Stephen Mold on 10 

September.

7. Planning (snc.planning-register.co.uk – Moreton Pinkney Parish)

7.1 S/2018/1780/LDE: A retrospective change of use application:  Stan Shenton’s 
existing use of site (waiting area) as a dwelling house for greater than 4 years.  A
response was required by 24 Aug – discussed by email with Chair and Vice Chair. 
Consultants have been despatched.  Councillors agreed that they have no 
objection to this usage as a home.  The Clerk is to see if a late comment might be
added.  GD

7.2 Advance notice of a pre-application proposal for a barn conversion at The Home 
Farm in Moreton Pinkney:  The property was reported as having no viable 
agricultural use and is unsuitable as a commercial venue.  It spent 34  years 
empty, with small patching work since under Julia Copas’ care.  Rather than 
clearing it for a development plot, Julie has a vision for a sympathetic conversion 
of the barn into living accommodation, retaining all of its external features and 
detail, even so far as retaining roof corrugation and the stable door!  The ideas 
have been presented to close, over-looking neighbours, receiving no objections 
and a suggestion to reduce the scale of the carport, which is being adopted.  
Whilst within the village confines it is not within the conservation area, though it 
is within the curtilage of a listed building.

The pre-application details were distributed via email links to Parish Councillors on
24th August.  Councillors expressed their appreciation of this pre-application and 
its vision.  They had no objections, nor any further suggestions at this stage.
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8. Finances and Accounts

8.1 The Parish Council VAT reclaim for £701.11 (period 1 April 2017 to 31 March 18) 
was submitted online on 18th July.  The full amount was received into our Barclays
Community Account on 1st August.

8.2 On 28th July the council received a notice of Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 
receipt for £11,538.  This was received into our account on 10th July but could not
be confirmed until our paper bank statement was received at the end of July.  
There are restrictions as to its use, which must be reported-back annually.

8.3 On 15th Aug our new Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS) was ordered from Swarco.  
They are requesting the circumference of the mounting poles, in order to send the
appropriate mounting kit.  Delivery is expected to be mid September.

8.4 On 22nd Aug a query was placed with Steven Barber at KierWSP concerning our 
license for the VAS, submitted on 31st May.  Steven no longer works within the 
Regulations department.  He has however ‘put a chase’ on our license application.
The application cheque for £275 has not been encashed, as of 23rd August.

8.5 On 29th Aug a quotation was received for a
themed British Legion steel bench (no
discount) at about £900 + VAT from David
Ogilvie Engineering Ltd in Kilmarnock.  It is 
“manufactured all from steel, hot dip
galvanize for weather and corrosion
protection, then wet paint in our 2 pack
acrylic paint system in your colour of choice.
They are virtually vandal proof, maintenance
free and come with our 25 year guarantee.”

BV has proposed that we use some CIL funding for this.  Councillors considered 
there should be sufficient New Homes Bonus funding available to cover two such 
benches.  The Clerk was asked to prepare a NHB grant application along these 
lines, for two benches. GD

8.6 BC viewed a reconciliation of the first five months accounts spreadsheet, with our 
bank statements to 23rd August.  These match and indicate current net assets of 
£18,283.64, of which £11,538.27 is ’protected’ CIL funding and £5,700 is 
budgeted to reserves.  Thus there is presently a working cash capital of £1,045.  
We should receive our second half Precept by about 21st September, for £3,725, 
giving a working capital of £4,770 to see us to the end of the financial year.

8.7 The following invoices were initialled and cheques signed on behalf of the Parish 
Council by BC and AJ:-

Description / Power Amount VAT Total

Scotts Landscapes mowing July 2018 £200.00 £40.00 £240.00

Swarco movable speed sign, fixing kit, protective bag £3,373.55 £674.71 £4,048.26

Stephanie Fountain for Village Calendar Jul–Aug 18 £15.80 £3.00 £18.80

Gary Denby Clerk gross remuneration and expenses
18 July to 4 Sept 2018 (7 weeks) including home 
office + stamps expenses

£316.81 £316.81
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9. Councillors' Comments – None (see above)

10. Date of Next Meeting  

 The next planned Parish Council meeting is on Wed 17th October  at 7.30pm.

Meeting ended at 9 pm

  …………………………. ……………………….
  Chairman Date
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