
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF MORETON PINKNEY PARISH COUNCIL
held on Wednesday 18th July 2018 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall

 
Present: Andrew Jalland (AJ) Chairman

Ben Vincent (BV) Vice Chairman
Dorothy Brooke (DB) Councillor
James Smith (JS) Councillor
Brian Collett (BC) Councillor
Gary Denby (GD) Parish Clerk

Public: None present.

 Welcome and any announcements from the Chair

1. Apologies received – None

2. Receive minutes of Parish Council AGM held on 30 May 2018
The meeting minutes were approved as an accurate record, proposed by 
BV, seconded by JS and approved by all present, signed by the Chairman.

3. Public time - None

4. Councillor declaration of interest in the following agenda items
None.

5. Matters arising from the minutes

5.1 Ref 7.1:  Ongoing:  Green Spaces head-count of trees that are on or bordering 
the various ‘greens’ in the village, that may become part of a risk assessment LT.

5.2 Ref 7.3:  The NHB grant of £3,648 for a Vehicle Activated Speed sign (VAS) has 
been approved by SNC on 5 July 2018, now requiring acceptance of its terms and 
conditions by the Parish Council.  Proposed by DB, seconded by BV, approved by 
all present.  Acceptance signed by the Chairman for return to Sarah Burns, the 
Community Funding Officer at SNC.  This permits the writing of a cheque to 
Northamptonshire Highays for the Highways license to install the sign.  The Clerk 
may now order the same on behalf of the Parish Council GD.

5.3 Ref 7.5:  Carried forwards, the development of a Data Map GD + BV

5.4 Ref 7.8:  Councillor Lainchbury today offered his resignation in writing.  A formal 
notification of a Councillor Vacancy can now be posted upon the Parish Council 
noticeboard, the village FaceBook page and in the village Calendar, inviting those 
who are interested in supporting the village to come forward GD.

5.5 Ref 8.2:  JS did not get opportunity to complete the National Rural Crime Survey.

5.6 Ref 10.6:  Outstanding is the Clerk letter to Highways concerning the well in the 
verge and beneath the road, near to The Square;  also a letter to John Busby at 
College Farm, Weston, Towcester, concerning the flowing piped well set back from
the verge and besides a drive he owns GD.
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5.7 Ref 10.7:  Parish Council is now insured for Public Liability etc by Ageas under 
Policy Number CH/5312578E/NF/10070 from 1st June 2018 to 31 May 2019. 
Details forwarded to the Chair and Vice Chair for review on 4 June 2018.

5.8 Ref 10.9:  Review of the Complaints procedure remains outstanding GD.

5.9 Ref 10.14:  Certificate of Exemption (expenditure below £25,000) to our External 
Auditors PKF Littlejohn LLP along with our Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return (AGAR) 2017/18 Part 2, also posted on the Parish Council web site.

5.10 Ref 12.4:  With the extended dry spell the overflowing drain by Hill House is not 
currently a problem.  This will be monitored as the weather changes.

6. Correspondence
6.1 11 Jun:  Copies of internal & external audit reports distributed to Councillors
6.2 14 Jun:  Distributed a Connecting Communities contract proposal
6.3 15 Jun:  CDC update on local government reform (bulletin No 2)
6.4 18 Jun:  CDC parish clerk forum report-back (green spaces)
6.5 21 Jun:  NCC invite to stakeholder consultation event at Towcester on 3rd July
6.6 2 Jul:  Towcester roadworks disruption from end of July onwards
6.7 2 Jul:  Village Greens Law summary from July 2018 Clerks & Councils Direct
6.8 4 Jul:  Advance notice of £11,538.27 CIL due from S/2015/0457/FUL
6.9 5 Jul:  Police & Crime Commissioner Newsletter – Jul 2018
6.10 14 Jul:  Northants Police crackdown on serious and organised crime 
6.11 18 Jul:  Rt Hon Andrea Leadsom MP: best wishes regards loss of bus services

7. Planning (snc.planning-register.co.uk – Moreton Pinkney Parish)

7.1 S/2017/1117/FUL:  Arnheim Houses, 2 storey a 1 storey extension + driveway. 
Approved.

8. Audit and Accounts

8.1 VAT Reclaim 1st April 2017 to 31 March 2018:  28 items for £701.11.  A UK VAT 
number has now been derived for Physio-Control UK (the defibrillator), so the 
submission may now proceed GD.

8.2 A review of the Internal Auditor’s report.  It was agreed that if the Village 
Calendar receipts can be provided to the Chairman at the agenda-setting meeting 
(approx one week prior to Parish Council meetings), then such payments can be 
made with least delay.

8.3 The following invoices were initialled and cheques signed on behalf of the Parish 
Council by BC and BV:-

Description / Power Amount VAT Total

Scotts Landscapes mowing May 2018 (x2) + June £720.00 £120.00 £720.00

Qanvas – Richard Lingard – Parish Council web site £140.00 £140.00

License for Vehicle Activated Speed Signs: NCC £275.00 £275.00

E.On Street Lighting maintenance to 30 June 2018 £57.46 £9.58 £57.46

E.On Unmetered electricity supply to 30 June 2018 £135.57 £6.46 £135.57
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Gary Denby Clerk gross remuneration and expenses
1 June to 17 July 2018 (7 weeks) inc. home office 

£298.56 £298.56

9. Councillors' Comments

9.1 The Chair has received a visit from John Tucker.  It is apparent that some verges 
and small areas of the village have not been mown in a while, the bank area and 
in The Square in particular.  Some verges the council has taken-over from 
Highways (only a couple of times per year).  Other areas are no longer being 
mown by residents, due to complaints from others.  The Scotts contract should 
cover the bank area – it used to be mown.  The Clerk will look into current 
contracts and prompt our contractor to address those areas they should be 
including GD.  It was noted that they are making a good job of mowing the 
margins around the sports field this year.

9.2 DB reported that the Village Hall committee has received their £5,000 New Homes
Bonus grant towards the drainage works.  Received with thanks.  Jane Wheeler is 
now the Village Hall keyholder and will arrange for hall booking.  The Clerk and 
Chair are to post a note of appreciation in the Village Calendar and FaceBook 
area, concerning Margaret Wheeler’s steadfast support over the years GD AJ.

9.3 Andrea Leadsom’s letter precipitated discussions about the loss of rural bus 
services and the isolation it may lead to for some villagers.  The Clerk advised of a
feasibility study being undertaken by nearby Woodford Halse Parish Council, to 
instigate a monthly minibus service to its retained village library, their shops and 
a new cafe (its Community Hub).  In some ways this might replace the mobile 
library service, recently stopped by the Conservative-led County Council and its 
‘austerity’ measures.  Councillors showed an interest in this possible provision and
asked to be kept informed.

10. Date of Next Meeting  

 The next planned Parish Council meeting is on Wed 5th September at 7.30pm.

Meeting ended at 08:40pm

  …………………………. ……………………….
  Chairman Date
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Moreon Pinkney Parish Council – Councillor Vacancy Notice, July 2018

With the resignation of Richard Lainchbury from the Parish Council this month, 
after near thirty years of steadfast service, there is now a vacancy for a Parish 
Councillor.  We thank Richard for his steadfast commitment as a Councillor and as 
Chairman over the years, without which the village would be much the poorer.

The Parish Council has various obligations, such as the street lighting and mowing 
around the village.  It supports village organisations such as the Village Hall, the 
Moreton Pinkney Calendar, local planning considerations, the village web site at 
www.moretonpinkney.info and the community defbrillator, through various grants
and a Precept levied upon your Council Tax (about 5% of the total).

We are presently commissioning a Vehicle Activated Speed sign for use in the 
village, obtained through a New Homes Bonus grant (at no cost to villagers).  With 
the impending Unitary authority replacing the County and District council, 
opportunities may arise for further delegation of local powers to the community – 
an interesting time for us all!  If you are interesting in volunteering to act as a 
Parish Councillor, please contact the Parish Chairman Andrew Jalland on 760521 or 
the Clerk, Gary Denby on 01327 264002 or email parishclerk@moretonpinkney.info 

The Parish Council meets ten times per year, at roughly six or seven week intervals 
– so not too onerous.   Parish Councillors are required to be 18 years of age or over 
and living or working within the parish.
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