
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF MORETON PINKNEY PARISH COUNCIL
held on Wednesday 17 January 2018 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall

 
Present: Andrew Jalland (AJ) Chairman

Ben Vincent (BV) Vice Chairman
Brian Collett (BC) Councillor
Dorothy Brooke (DB) Councillor
Richard Lainchbury (RL) Councillor
James Smith (JS) Councillor
Les Tucker (LT) Councillor
Gary Denby (GD) Parish Clerk

Public: Richard Prior

 Welcome and any announcements from the Chair.
The Chair welcomed Councillors and members of the public to this meeting.

1. Apologies – None.

2. Receive minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 29 Nov 2017
The meeting minutes were agreed as an accurate record, proposed by JS, 
seconded by RL and approved by all present, signed by the Chairman.

3. Public Time – None.

4. Councillor declarations of interest in the following agenda items
None.

5. Matters Arising from the minutes

5.1 Ref 5.2:  The Community Defbrillator was installed on the Moreton Pinkney
Village hall in December, with an LED bulkhead lamp above.  The latter is 
permanently on and it has also been appreciated by hall users who are 
opening-up the property on dark nights.  AJ has the original documentation
and access code.  GD will arrange for an EMAS registration and a training 
evening for villagers with Mandy Lowe:-  CPR more generally and use of 
the defbrillator.

Jane Wheeler and Barbara Keane (FaceBook – Moreton Pinkney Matters) 
are willing to act as a contact point for defbrillator checking and re-
stocking.  GD will contact them with regards email and contact details, for 
the fnal stage of registration. 

5.2 Ref 5.3:  Clerk has sent two letters (30 Nov and 5 Jan) to Barclays, 
inquiring whether it can be upgraded into an on-line account with dual 
sign-in signatories for payment approvals.  A third letter was posted to the 
Banbury branch address on 19th January.  Awaiting any response GD.

5.3 Ref 5.6:  Removal of decommissioned telephone box (aid informal 
parking)  a response from Linda Kennedy at BT Payphones on 4 Dec:- 
“We are not obliged to remove any of the rationalisation kiosks within a set 
time scale and we do not authorise you or your agents to do so.  However, I have 
asked our Commercial Field Officer if we can deal with the removal under our BAU 
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processes and he has agreed. In effect this should quicken the process but I cannot 
give you any time scales.”

5.4 Ref 5.7:  Inauguration of a village Speed Awareness Team:  Planned for the
Spring (a ten month course).  There now seems to be a lack of public 
interest and it was agreed by Councillors not to pursue this.

5.5 Ref 5.9:  Recruitment of a Flood Warden: AJ reported interest from Emma 
Danby at the bottom of Brook Street, subsequently declined.  Richard Prior
is willing to take-up this useful role on behalf of villagers.  The Clerk will 
arrange for the registration of his email address GD.

 
5.6 Ref 6:  Email requesting the next steps sent to Steven Barber.  On 8 Jan his

response was to try and complete the Section 50 license for the village as 
soon as possible.  If we want to go ahead and start the process of 
purchasing a device, do so…  He’s in Cumbria this week checking devices 
in the scheme.

Councillors are in favour of a vehicle Activated Speed Sign showing the 
current speed (the latest can restrict an upper value, so as not to 
encourage boy racers); red over 30 mph; green below 30 mpg.  There is no
need for a 30 mph sign in lights, or a smiley / sad face.  The Clerk will 
obtain prices for such devices; also the single mounting pole required GD.

5.7: Ref 7:  LT has found a couple of archive photos of the village green in use 
and has also spoken with Richard Lingard (web site).  The Clerk will obtain 
and forward the green space registration paperwork GD.

6. Correspondence Received

6.1 3 Dec:  N-CALC eUpdate Nov-Dec 2017 distributed to councillors: ref 
council cuts...

6.2 3 Dec:  Email received from Isabel Kerwood regarding moss on footpath on
Brook St.  There was discussion as to whether a call for a village working 
party is appropriate (perhaps a day’s work and issues on disposal).   Clerk 
is to advise NCC Highways of the problem (a picture will assist) GD.

6.3 6 Dec:  Rural Opportunities Bulletin Dec 2017: rural grants funding 
opportunities...

6.4 14 Dec:  Culworth Road closed on 3rd Jan, diversion notifed.

6.5: 14 Dec:  Revised draft budget:-  mowing tenders not required until Dec 
2018.

6.6 28 Dec:  NCC explanations of the curtailment of local amenities, Phase 2 
link

6.7 28 Dec:  Brook Street closure 22 Jan for carriageway repairs.

6.8 4 Jan:  Consultation on Parking Standards and Design (supplementary 
planning).  No councillors volunteered for this task.
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6.9 5 Jan:  Understanding Planning – training opportunity

6.10 5 Jan:  Councils as Employers – training opportunity

6.11 12 Jan:  Headline news item in Public Sector Executive:  Northamptonshire 
council fnances to be investigated by DCLG.

6.12 15 Jan:  Urgent Data Protection Advise and Service (from Local Council 
Public Advisory Service) to AJ and BV.  BV considers that the chances of the
Parish Council being investigated are miniscule, given its very limited data 
processing (Councillors’ emails, Clerk’s time sheets).  In any case, it is 
clear to all where the data is and how to amend / delete it.  BV will provide 
a 50 item checklist to the Clerk to give some assurance BV.

6.13 15 Jan:  Registering for Neighbourhood Alerts?  The Clerk ofered the Parish
Council Clerk email address for the time being GD.

6.14 15 Jan:  Another HMRC letter sent (to PT Operations North East England).

6.15 15 Jan:  Earliest N-CALC training on the new Data Protection Act is Tue 24 
April £49 for members.

6.16 17 Jan:  Paper copy of Clerks & Councils Direct magazine (Jan 2018).

7. Planning (snc.planning-register.co.uk – Moreton Pinkney Parish)

7.1 S/2017/2695/FUL:  Rye Hill Barn, Leicester Road:  re submission following 
collapse – consultants despatched.

7.2 S/2017/2556/LBC:  Porch replacement Old Mill Farmhouse, Banbury Road – 
Approved.

8. Finances

8.1 NCC grant for Defbrillator (part payment) received 4 December:  £985.

8.2 NCC grant towards verges mowing 2017 received 15 Dec:  £250.84

8.3 Councillors  reviewed  the  budget  and  agreed  a  Precept  request  of
£7,450  -  an  8%  increase  over  the  current  year achieved  by  a
corresponding reduction in the Miscellaneous Contingency from £500 to
£250.   Thus  the  budgeted  Expenditure  for  2018-19  is  £8,112  with  an
income of £8,151 (Appendix A), giving a small planned surplus of £39 (this
year  anticipating  an  over-spend  of  £412,  with  an  over-spend  of  £607
budgeted  for  the  year  before).   Proposed  by  BC,  seconded  by  DB,
approved by all present.  The Clerk will notify Mandy Anderson at SNC of
the Precept request GD.

8.4 The grant for the St Mary’s church mowing was held-back again, pending
an application for the same.  The following invoices were initialled and
cheques signed on behalf of the Parish Council by BC and BV:-
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Description / Power Amount VAT Total

Play equipment insurance contribution grant to VH £300 £300

E.On electricity supply to 31 Dec 2017 £116.07 £5.80 £121.87

E.On street light maintenance to 31 Dec 2017 £47.88 £9.58 £57.46

Gary Denby Clerk gross remuneration and expenses
29 Nov to 17 Jan 2018 (7 weeks) inc. home ofce 

£280.43 £280.43

11 Councillors’ Comments (for next agenda)

11.1 BC commented upon the number of potholes presently on Leicester Lane.  
Whilst these can be reported on Street Doctor, he has heard that for some 
Councils this is being ignored in favour of direct reporting to the County 
Council.  What is the NCC approach on this – the Clerk is to inquire GD.

11.2 AJ has noted the costs of tree inspections incurred by Woodford Halse 
Parish Council.  LT reported a number of trees upon green spaces 
maintained by the Parish Council:  Two at the bottom of Brook Street;  One 
on the green opposite the pub;  An oak tree outside the vicarage;  Two 
outside School House;  The Sandra Ray memorial tree and a Flowering 
Cherry…   These may need inclusion on the Parish Council Risk Assessment 
and a view taken upon their respective conditions GD.

12 Date of Next Meeting  

 The next planned Parish Council meeting is on Wednesday 28 February 2018 
at 7.30pm.

Meeting ended 08:40 pm.

  …………………………. ……………………….
  Chairman Date
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APPENDIX A
Budget agreed for 2018-19, as discussed and agreed
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Expenditure Item

1 Grass Mowing S96 £2,000 £1,920.00 £2,640 £2,160.00 £2,640

2 Tree Maintenance £300 - £300 - £300

3a Subscription NCALC £250 £248.07 £260 £258.39 £270

4 E.ON S301

4a   Electricity supply un-metered £340 £412.70 £400 £351.43 £500

4b   Street light maintenance £550 £258.00 £220 £200.54 £230

5 Parish Council Insurance £350 £309.24 £350 £322.63 £350

6 Clerk / Expenses / Training £1,900 £2,161.77 £2,200 £1,450.35 £2,340

7 Auditing

7a   Internal – N-CALC £160 £162.00 £167 £167.00 £172

7b   External - BDO £250 - £250 £36.00 -

8 Hall rental £140 £100.00 £140 - £160

9 Donations towards:

9a   Church mowing – S215 LGA 72 £100 - £100 - £100

9b   M. P. Charities – S137 £100 - £100 - £100

9c   Play Eqpt Ins contribution– S19 £300 £225.00 £300 - £320

10 Village Newsletter– Sec 137 £150 - £160 £135.80 £180

11 £150 £231.03 £160 £140.00 £180

12 Remembrance Wreath – Sec 137 £20 £20.00 £20 - £20

13 £500 £720.00 £200 £50.00 £250

14 Community Defbrillator £1,182.00

TOTAL EXPENDITURE (inc VAT): £7,560 £6,767.81 £7,967 £6,454.14 £8,112

20 Precept request £6,300 £6,300.00 £6,900 £6,900.00 £7,450

21 Bank Interest + return Con stock £3 £11.05 £1 - £1

22 County Councillor's grant - - - - -

23 New Homes Bonus grant - - - £985.00 -

24 Donations / awards £250 - £250 £501.68 £250

25 VAT refund: £400 £528.79 £400 £502.67 £450

TOTAL INCOME £6,953 £6,839.84 £7,551 £8,889.35 £8,151

Excess income over expenditure -£607 £72.03 -£416 £2,435.21 £39

Moreton Pinkney Parish Council
Budget for 2018-19 and audited for 2016-17, budget with actuals for 2017-18 (frst 9 months)

Previous 
Budget
2016-17

Expenditure 
2016-17

Budget 
2017-18

Expenditure 
2017-18

(9 months)

Budget
2018-19

Village web site hosting, 
maintenance – S142 Gov’t Info

Miscellaneous contingency, 
includes parking in The Square


