
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF MORETON PINKNEY PARISH COUNCIL
held on Wednesday 29 November 2017 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall

 
Present: Andrew Jalland (AJ) Chairman

Ben Vincent (BV) Vice Chairman
Brian Collett (BC) Councillor
Dorothy Brooke (DB) Councillor
Richard Lainchbury (RL) Councillor
James Smith (JS) Councillor
Gary Denby (GD) Parish Clerk

Public: Vicky Whitehead (VW) John Richmond (JR)

 Welcome and any announcements from the Chair.
The Chair welcomed Councillors and members of the public to this meeting.

1. Apologies
Cllr Les Tucker Tim Aber

2. Receive minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 18 Oct 2017
The meeting minutes were agreed as an accurate record, proposed by DB, 
seconded by BV and approved by all present, signed by the Chairman.

3. Public Time

3.1 JR queried why there seems to be two diferent spellings for ‘Arnheim / 
Arnhem Houses’.  An interesting discussion ensued, though inconclusive.

3.2 VW expressed concerns over on-line documents referencing development 
areas within the village.  AJ advised that these are not an approval for 
development (which are subject to normal planning procedures).  They are
a response to county council requirements to identify possible areas within
the village, which might be considered at some future date.

4. Councillor declarations of interest in the following agenda items
None.

5. Matters Arising from the minutes

5.1 Ref 5.1:  Update on stump removal of growth:  addition of herbicide in the 
Spring AJ + BC.

5.2 Ref 5.2:  The Community Defbrillator and its box have been received by 
the Clerk. It will be passed to AJ to give to the Village Hall electrician for 
installation, to be billed to the Parish Council.  An installation date of 11th  
December has been pencilled-in (when no hall activities).

5.3 Ref 5.3:  Consideration over Parish Council ownership of the web site 
address:  GD to inquire whether the current Barclays account can be 
upgraded to on-line with dual sign-in signatories for payment approvals.

5.4 Ref 5.5:  Update on the Village Hall application for an NHB grant:  pending 
receipt of quotations.  It was agreed that the limit will be about £7,000 so 
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as to leave £3,000 for other possible projects.  The Village Hall Committee 
have approved the installation of a Loop System to aid the hard-of-hearing 
at events within the hall.

5.5 Ref 5.7:  Reporting of the blocked drains on Weston Road – Now reported 
by GD on Street Doctor (ref 906537) and a work ticket has been raised and
will be completed in three months.

5.6 Ref 5.9:  Removal of decommissioned telephone box (aid informal 
parking);  Email sent to Community Services at CDC, awaiting a response.

5.7 Ref 6:  Inauguration of a village Speed Awareness Team:  Planned for the 
Spring (a ten month course).  BC advised that Tim Aber may no longer be 
willing to front this endeavour.  Councillors await clarifcation.

5.8 Ref 8.5:  Response to LOAN consultation:  DB reported that she did 
complete this questionnaire on behalf of the Parish Council.   It was very 
similar to that she completed earlier in the year.  There was difculty in 
logging into their system and reviewing the end results.  DB was thanked 
by Councillors for her eforts on this.

5.9 Ref 9.12  Recruitment of a Flood Warden: AJ reported interest from Emma 
Danby at the bottom of Brook Street, who’s looking into what it entails. 

6 Consideration of the village speeding statistics and a speed sign

Steve Barber has reported :“Canons Ashby Road – Commenced 30th August 2017 – 
19,439 vehicle movements in total – 85th percentile is 48 mph in both directions”.  He 
has some more work to do with the fgures.  Steve is willing to attend our January 
meeting, if we wish.  Councillors agreed that Mr Barber should be encouraged to 
attend GD.

The Speed Sign (of whatever design) requires evidence for Highways to approve its 
installation:  The village does not have a school or a history of motoring fatalities 
that would normally support such installations.  The Parish Council is holding-back 
£2,000 to £3,000 of New Homes Bonus grant to support this project (19th July 2017 
Parish Council meeting).  We are likely to be at the higher end, since a mounting 
pole will be required at the Canons Ashby end of the village.

7. Progress with regards registering a single village Green Space this year

LT unavailable for an update.

8. Correspondence Received

8.1 18 Oct:  Report on unallocated New Homes Bonus: £14,422

8.2 19 Oct:  Approval received for NHB Community Defbrillator Grant £1,182

8.3 19 Oct:  No Community Infrastructure Levy receipts available so far to MP

8.4 23 Oct:  Summary of County Council Medium term fnancial plan (from N-
CALC).  Lists many local amenities under threat from April 2018 onwards.
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8.5 3 Nov:  Ofer of non-political updates for Village Calendar from Andrea 
Leadsom.  Councillors agreed not to pursue this.

8.6 3 Nov:  Opportunity to attend meeting with Stephen Mold PCC on 15 Nov.

8.7 8 Nov:  Concerns over Rye Hill Barn, Leicester Lane: it is within its planning
consent remit; it is being monitored.

8.8 20 Nov:  Invoice for verge mowing has been acknowledged and forwarded 
for payment by NCC.

8.9 20 Nov:  Paper copy of Clerks & Councils Direct magazine (Nov 2017) was 
made available to Councillors.

8.10 27 Nov:  A request for NHB grant (part) payment from SNC has been made 
for the defbrillator: £985.

9. Planning (snc.planning-register.co.uk – Moreton Pinkney Parish)

9.1 S/2017/2695/FUL:  Rye Hill Barn, Leicester Road – re submission following collapse.
No objection on the basis that it is in essence the same as previous.

9.2 S/2017/2556/LBC:  Porch replacement Old Mill Farmhouse, Banbury Road – No 
Objection.

9.3 S/2017/2360/FUL:  Garage doors, replace columns Moreton Hse, Culworth Rd - 
Approved.

9.4 S/2017/2372/FUL:  Single storey rear at Framington House, Upper Green - 
Approved.

10. Finances

10.1 Consideration was given to Parish Council meeting dates for 2018 (6 and 7 week 
intervals), omitting August and December.  Agreed – see Appendix A.

10.2 Review of the current Parish Council budget against actual expenditures for 8 
months to date (Appendix B), along with a frst draft budget proposal for 2018-19 
prepared by GD.  This precipitated an appropriate, lively debate.

Included was whether an 80% cash reserve is required, given Parish Council actual
liabilities (Internal Auditor - ‘best practice’);  Whether villagers would support a 
£1,000 (14%) increase in the Precept (about £5.50 extra per year, if shared 
equally between 187 village households);  If only an 8% increase were approved 
in January (a £500 increase in Precept), then where are the £500 of reductions to 
the proposed budget to be made (equivalent to the extra village mowings added 
this year, which consumed the increased precept for the year)?

It was agreed that the Clerk shall seek village mowing quotations for 8 monthly 
cuts March – October;  also for 11 monthly cuts like this year with extra planned 
cuts in April, May and June when the grass grows faster, if in a wet period) GD.

10.3 Update on HMRC PAYE data error for 2013-14 (claims of £254.88 due):  on 27th  
November the Clerk repeated a former suggestion (ignored on 13th Sept):-

The re-installed Toolbox cannot access the erroneous data.  Your staf are not 
equipped / authorised / able to give the required credit to nullify the data 
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error.  My only suggestion, therefore,  is that you raise a Technical Query on 
the data to have it corrected.

10.4 Suggestions for criteria regards seeking mowing quotes for a new 3 year term:  
see above, from Scotts Landscapes (current contractor) and two other local 
companies.  This is to include some verges within the village for which we 
received a small Highways grant this past couple of years.

10.5 Clerk Training 21 Feb 2018 – Preparing for Year End Audit.  Not approved.

10.6 The following invoices were initialled and cheques signed on behalf of the Parish
Council by BC and LT:-

Description / Power Amount VAT Total

Pawle & Co – SADS Locking Defbrillator Cabinet £402.00 £67.00 £402.00

Scotts Landscapes mowing October 2017 £200.00 £40.00 £240.00

Gary Denby Clerk gross remuneration and expenses
19 Oct to 18 Oct 2017 (6 weeks) inc. home ofce 

£251.80 £251.80

Physio-Control UK Sales defbrillator £650 £130 £780

Stephanie Fountain for Moreton Pinkney Calendar, 
Nov & Dec 2017 issues

£18.80 £18.80

Cheques for the graveyard mowing grant and the play equipment insurance grant were 
held back, pending further budget discussions and Precept approval at the next meeting.

11 Councillors’ Comments (for next agenda)

11.1 BV inquired about a contact for those showing an interest in re-opening The Four 
Candles.  AJ advised that his only known contact is  Andrew Johnson whose 
company is Chancerygate Limited of London.

12 Date of Next Meeting  

 The next planned Parish Council meeting is on Wednesday 17 January 2018 
at 7.30pm (frst for the calendar year).

Meeting ended 9.25 pm.

  …………………………. ……………………….
  Chairman Date
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APPENDIX A Moreton Pinkney Parish Council
Meeting Dates for 2018.
All on Wednesdays at 7.30pm 

in the Village Hall unless otherwise stated.

17th January (after 7 weeks)
28th February (6 weeks)
11th April - Parish Assembly

(6 weeks)
30th May - Annual General Meeting 

(7 weeks)
18th July (7 weeks) 
5th September (7 weeks)
17th October (6 weeks)
28th November (after 6 weeks)

Members of the public and press are welcome to attend
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APPENDIX B:  First budget proposal for 2018-19, as discussed (not fnalised until Jan)
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