
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF MORETON PINKNEY PARISH COUNCIL
held on Wednesday 18 October 2017 at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall

 
Present: Andrew Jalland (AJ) Chairman

Les Tucker (LT) Councillor
Brian Collett Councillor
Dorothy Brooke Councillor
Gary Denby (GD) Parish Clerk

Public: Tim Aber John Richmond

 Welcome and any announcements from the Chair.
The Chair ofered the sympathy of the Parish Council to Mrs Marion Holloway over
the recent loss of her husband Richard.  Both have been enthusiastic supporters 
of the Parish Council and its endeavours over the years, their being at our last 
meeting on 6th September.

1. Apologies
Cllr Ben Vincent Cllr Richard Lainchbury
Cllr James Smith

2. Receive minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 6 Sept 2017
The meeting minutes were agreed as an accurate record, proposed by LT, 
seconded by AJ and approved by all present, signed by the Chairman.

3. Public Time
See below (Speed Awareness).

4. Councillor declarations of interest in the following agenda items
None.

5. Matters Arising from the minutes

5.1 Ref 5.2:  Stump removal of growth, addition of herbicide AJ + BC - ongoing.

5.2 Ref 5.3:  With regards the Community Defbrillator, the New Homes Bonus grant 
has been approved and the Chair signed its acceptance form this evening.  The 
Clerk may now proceed with ordering of the unit and its outdoor cabinet GD.  The 
Village Hall Secretary has received a letter from the Council accepting its 
responsibility for (electrical) installation and maintenance.  On receipt of the 
items, the Village Hall will arrange the work with their qualifed electrician and 
submit the installation invoice to the Parish Council for payment DB.

5.3 Ref 5.4:  Richard Lingard, Tim Aber and the Clerk met on Monday 16th October to 
review the Parish Council web site for openness, in accord with the Internal 
auditor’s report.  Most changes are now actioned, with a report distributed to 
Councillors on 16th October.

To change the web site domain registration to the Parish Council requires a credit 
card (none available) or a PayPal account.  The Clerk has created the latter, which 
requires a Direct Debit mandate on the Parish bank account – very nearly set-up.  
This adds a risk (a single signatory – the Clerk password).  An on-line account 
might be a better approach (Unity Trust Bank being a contender, £6 pm).  It was 
agreed to leave payments temporarily with Richard Lingard, pending further 
discussions on the matter (and an update to the risks register GD).
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5.4 Ref 5.5:  Council support of an New Homes Bonus grant application for the Village 
Hall drains:  A support letter sent 17th Oct from Clerk.  BC raised the possibility of 
enhancing the ladies toilet provision.  This was not approved, requiring quotations.

5.5 Ref 6: Update on Vehicle Activated Speed signs:  The speed monitors are still up 
in the village since Steve Barber has a very full schedule.  He will have the fgures 
to us by our November meeting.

5.6 Ref 11.1:  Concerns over a new access gate into the sports feld:  the Village Hall 
Committee has written a letter to the householder concerned.

5.7 Ref 11.2:  Reporting blocked drains on Weston Road:  the Clerk failed to fnd a 
means of reporting blocked drains on Street Doctor.  There is also a spring that 
empties into these drains.  Outstanding GD.

5.8 Ref 11.3:  Concern over Leicester Lane screened-of mobile home:  this is called 
Rye Hill Barn.  An initial application has Appeal Allowed for S/2011/1136/FUL, with 
change of use granted S/2015/0457/FUL and a non material amendment approved
to install two windows and increase the basement area S/2016/0690/NMA.  It is 
understood that excavation work resulted in a collapse.  The Clerk was advised by 
Councillors to report this to the SNC Planning Department for investigation GD.

5.9 Ref 11.4:  Removal of decommissioned telephone box (aid informal parking):  This 
remains outstanding (requires the Clerk to fnd former correspondence GD).

5.10 Ref 11.5:  Village fower tub near Moreton Pinkney Garage.  The Garden Club will 
now look into this repair / replacement.

6 Recruitment of a Speed Awareness Team from villagers

Steve Barber should have the village speed monitoring fgures available for
the November meeting (justifcation for a Vehicle Activated Speed sign).

Tim Aber was able to bring the following villager names forward, as 
interested in participating in a Speed Watch scheme:-

Tim Aber
Tim and Nina Gill
Sally Stewart
Jane Wheeler and Barbara Keene
Mrs Jarinee Sharp

Tim Aber is willing to act as a central contact for the organisation of 
training, temporary signs, speed camera use etc. in the New Year GD.

7. Progress with regards registering a single village Green Space this year

LT is accumulating evidence of public use of the Top Green opposite the
pub.  BC recalled its  early use (1950’s)  for a Michaelmas Fair.   It  was
agreed that some letters from established residents recalling former uses
would add to  the weight  of  evidence and should  be pursued.   LT also
thinks that Richard Lingard may also be able to assist in this matter.
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8. Consultation on new L.O.A.N planning policy
8.1 11 Sep:  Clerk requested that a councillor delve into SNC planning policy 

consultation (draft part2).  Open from 4 Sept to noon on 10 Nov 2017, it will form 
part of the development plan for South Northamptonshire sitting alongside the 
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy, Local Plan Part 1 and adopted 
Neighbourhood Plans.

The Part 2 Plan looks at how the district could develop over the next ffteen years 
and includes a preferred policy approach.  Available online from SNC at 
www.southnorthants.gov.uk/8470.htm  This includes Moreton Pinkney Area 
Information: population (364 in 2001, 371 in 2011 from census); housing (153 
households in 2001 and 163 in 2011) with the average price of 22 sold properties in 
the past fve years being £307,000 with 67% of dwellings in 2011 having two cars or
more;  Employment indicates 15% are retired in the Washington ward with 75% of 
those 16-74 years being economically active 
https://www.southnorthants.gov.uk/downloads/113/moreton-pinkney 

From the current core strategy, Moreton Pinkey’s 15.5% increase on its 153 
dwellings in 2001 amounts to 24 dwellings, of which 26 were completed by 2013. 
www.southnorthants.gov.uk/downloads/download/168/moreton-pinkney-area-
information 

To date within the Local Plan 2 Evidences for Moreton Pinkney there is one Roger 
Coy-Staford Issues submission for land of  anbury Road (Jan 2014 letter) ref 
revised confnes ‘surrounding’ Chequers Orchard.  There is a Roger Coy-Jalland 
response from 2016 reference the possible development of the garage site into 
four dwellings; Also a Tucker proposal for four dwellings at Home Farm (May 2016) 
and six houses to the rear of Arnheim Houses by Tattersall (May 2016).

8.2 2 Oct:  DDC presentation on LOAN (Local Objectively Assessed Needs) by Andy 
D’Arcy distributed to Councillors.  45 slides including general development 
principles and local green space. OF NOTE:  ‘In assessing planning applications, the 
Council will take into account all of the relevant policies in the Local Plan (Parts 1 and
2), any relevant Neighbourhood Plans and any other material considerations before 
reaching a decision on the merits of the proposed scheme. Hence it will be necessary 
for applicants to identify, and have regard to, all relevant policies. These may, for 
example, include design, landscaping and car parking, as well as any specifc land use 
or site-specifc policy.  The policies are intended to be the strategic policies for the 
purpose of providing context for Neighbourhood Plans.’

LOAN applies to all parishes with established confnes...   The ceiling for a single 
sited development is a set of a maximum of 10% of the size of the village, or a 
maximum of 50 dwellings on any single site (whever is the smaller fgure).

LOAN criteria include… a Neighbourhood Plan.  A Neighbourhood Plan will not be 
able to introduce policies that seek to reduce the number of dwellings… 
permissible under this plan… It could provide for more dwellings.

Housing Policies include:  Residential within village confnes (1); new housing in the
coutryside (2); Housing mix (3); Afordable housing (4); Starter homes (5)… Self 
 uild (9).. Garden development (11); Residential extensions (14).  Employment 
policies (6-of) and allocations.  Historic Environment Policies (9-of).  Natural 
Environment (10 -of).  The Moreton Pinkney boundary is just to the east of area 7 
for Sulgrave and Great Central Railway, Special Landscape Area.
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View and comment on line at http://www.southnorthants.gov.uk/8470.htm 

8.3 On 2 Oct the Clerk circulated a response to LOAN from Rothersthorpe Parish 
Council indicating their concerns:  Rather than the local plan having suggested 
housing site allocations for growth, the plan is taking a new approach based on a 
Locally Objectively Assessed Need (LOAN) settlement assessment. This is a 
completely new method of assessment that Central Government is trialling in order 
to accelerate housing growth... SNC is one of the frst planning authorities to try out 
this approach.   A developer/landowner will select a potential site they want to 
develop and they will ask for and fund a LOAN to be carried out independently by a
consultant engaged by SNC.  This system assumes a frst past the post arrangement 
and remains valid for two years, in which time the developer must work up a scheme 
and seek to gain a planning consent to meet the needs identifed.

How a LOAN-Hierarchy approach might work:  The Parish Council in conjunction with 
the local authority and local residents would seek to establish a preferred hierarchy 
of sites based on a defned number of dwellings and types being established using a 
LOAN approach.  The Parish Council would lead on a community engagement process 
to establish a site hierarchy from those sites put forward in the call for sites as a 
starting point (other more suitable sites may not have come forward during the call 
for sites exercise).  The chosen preferred housing site(s) option agreed between the 
Parish Council, and Local Authority is then either assigned to the landowner / 
developer as a housing options site, or placed within the Local Plan as an ‘Outside of 
Confnes Housing Needs Allocation Site’.  The landowner/developer would have two 
years to submit a scheme based on local needs for planning permission. During that 
time other less favourable sites would be limited in their consideration for 
development outside of the Confnes Area.  The process of site LOAN assessment and 
site hierarchy would efectively achieve a simplifed Neighbourhood Plan with greater
emphasis on planned growth and Localism.

If South Northants Council is unable to consider a Parish Council led LOAN approach, 
then the LOAN methodology should be deleted from the Local Plan in favour of a 
more traditional structured land allocation based on the methodology and policy 
format of the existing Local Plan.

8.4 On 2 Oct the Clerk circulated an SNC response to Rothersthorpe PC’s concerns (six 
sides):  SNC has developed a specifc approach to assessing local housing needs at the
village/Parish level. That is what is being consulted upon at present… the Parish is 
confusing a consultation the Government published a week ago which is a new 
methodology for calculating housing need at a District level...  SNC as planning 
authority will consider the views of Parish Councils on applications under this policy if 
and when they are received... The Planning Authority for the South Northants District 
is the District Council, the Local Plan part 2 is an SNC Plan. Decisions on it are for SNC 
District Councillors to make following consultation and engagement with key 
stakeholders, including parish councils… All comments should however be justifed 
and based on sound planning reasons for changing the proposals made by SNC.   

8.5 Parish Council response to the consultation – closes at Noon 10th November.  D  
recalls that this consultation response sounds strangely familiar to one she 
completed earlier in the year (Plan Part 1?).  It was agreed that DB will advise 
Council on the best way to respond to this consultation / Response Form (6 sides).
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9. Correspondence Received
9.1 9 Sep:  Posting of Conclusion of Audit Notice and the full audit report 2016-17.
9.2 11 Sep:  Rural Services Network Bulletin (available funding and grants).
9.3 11 Sep:  List of N-CALC training courses forward to Councillors.
9.4 11 Sep:  Meeting Steven Mould opportunities (PCC Northants) sent to Councillors.
9.5 2 Oct: Any councillors know of cuts to local, rural youth services (News Anglia 

survey)?  None known by councillors.
9.6 2 Oct:  SNC invitation to Parish Council workshop 23 Nov: meet various agencies.  

No takers at present.
9.7 2 Oct:  36% loss of Historic England environment specialists.
9.8 2 Oct: HS2 disruption: Sulgrave meeting 12 Oct.  No one was able to attend nor 

heard of the outcome.
9.9 2 Oct:  SNC peer review – a mysterious challenge – Clerk’s Forum 27 Oct
9.10 2 Oct: N-CALC e-update Sept 2017
9.11 11 Oct:  SNC grant for community defbrillator approved from New Homes Bonus
9.12 12 Oct:  SNC Pathfnder II Flood Resilience project.  AJ will discuss this possibility 

with Emma Danby (lives by the ford).

10. Report-back from N-CALC AGM on 7 October (Localism, Policing) by GD.
Distributed to Councillors on 11 Oct.

11. Planning (snc.planning-register.co.uk – Moreton Pinkney Parish)

11.1 S/2017/2360/FUL:  Garage doors, replace columns at Moreton House, Culworth Rd
No objection by Councillors.

11.2 S/2017/2372/FUL:  Replace conservatory with single storey rear at Framington 
House, Upper Green.  No Objection by councillors.

11.3 S/2017/1983/FUL:  Loft conversion, glazed balcony at Bankside, Presidge Row. 
Approved.

11.4 S/2017/1923/FUL:  Two storey rear extension at Old Brooklands, Brook street.  
Approved.

11.5 S/2017/1949/FUL:  Demolition of existing, single storey extension at Glebe 
Cottage, Brook Street.  Approved.

11.4 S/2107/1899/FUL:  Detached garage at Jobs piece, Canons Ashby Road.  Approved.

12. Finances

12.1 Received second half year Precept from SNC:  £3,450

12.2 The bank statements covering the frst half year are not available for 
reconciliation until the end of October.  The frst half year review of budget against
actuals to end of Sept 2017 will be considered next month.

12.3 Update on HMRC PAYE data error for 2013-14 (claims of £254.88 due).  A letter
was returned, ignoring the suggestion of submitting a Technical Query:- ‘HMRC is
unable to amend details that you have declared’.  The problem remains: it was the
re-installed program which created the error and we are unable to alter that data!

12.4 The following invoices were initialled and cheques signed on behalf of the Parish
Council by BC and LT:-

Description / Power Amount VAT Total

BDO additional charge for re-submission £30.00 £6.00 £36.00

E.On street light maintenance to 30 Sep 2017 £47.88 £9.58 £57.46
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E.On electricity supply for street lights to 30 Sep 2017 £116.07 £5.80 £121.87

Scotts Landscapes mowing September 2017 £200.00 £40.00 £240.00

Gary Denby Clerk gross remuneration and expenses
6 Sep to 18 Oct 2017 (6 weeks) inc. home ofce 

£245.08 £245.08

13 Councillors’ Comments (for next agenda)

13.1 LT reported on behalf of two residents, that there has been signifcant 
subsidence of the road surface where services were installed across the 
highway.  Heavy lorries are causing signifcant vibration and structural 
damage.  There are several locations, including near to the pub on Canons 
Ashby Road.  This needs to be reported (severally) on Street Doctor:  
www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/northamptonshire-
highways/roads-and-streets/Pages/report-highway-problem.aspx

13.2 BC advised Councillors that Moreton Pinkney Charities has received four 
applications.  They will not require any grant from the Parish Council this 
year, but would appreciate its staying within the budget in case it is 
required next year.

12 Date of Next Meeting  

 The next planned Parish Council meeting is on Wednesday 29th November 
at 7.30pm. (last one for the calendar year).

Meeting ended 09:10 pm.

  …………………………. ……………………….
  Chairman Date
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